LANDERS WINS THE MORT DALY MEDAL FOR SA’S ATHLETE OF THE SEASON

Stephen Landers completed a remarkable 2006/07 season by being crowned the Mort Daly Medallist at the SA Athletic League’s Presentation Dinner last Saturday night. Landers, coached by the evergreen Stan Miller, had a brilliant athletics season, winning six sashes over distances ranging from 70 to 800 metres, with the highlight being his victory in the 120m Open Nippys Loxton Gift. The season started on a high note for Landers, with a memorable double during October at Whyalla over 400 and 800 metres and it continued right through until the last raceday of the season in April at Pulteney when he was victorious in the 400m Open. As well as being awarded the Mort Daly Medal at the dinner, Landers received the Long Sprint trophy, an award which he shared with 2007 Camden Classic winner Wallace Long-Scafidi.

The Mort Daly Medal voting panel of four officials also was responsible for determining the Coach of the Season, with this year’s honours tied between Gary Thompson and Paul Young. Thompson’s outstanding season saw his runners win five sashes at the Bay Sheffield Carnival, the feature event at the Camden Classic Carnival and the 400m Backmarkers race at the Easter Stawell Gift Carnival. Paul Young took home his Coach of the Season trophy for the fourth year in a row, with ten of his athletes being successful throughout the summer. His club, the Western Districts Athletics Club at Ellis Park, was also recognised as Club of the Season, narrowly holding out the Flinders Athletics Club. However, Western Districts narrowly missed out on the other club award, the Novice Club of the Season, with the McKinnon Parade Athletics Club winning on a count back.

Michael Killicoat (Middle Distance) and Nikki Donnelly (Women’s Distance) both managed to win their categories for the second year in a row, a feat rarely achieved considering the handicapping system of the League. Other award recipients during the evening were consistent performers David Palmer (Short Sprint), Emma Hill (Women’s Sprint), Geoff Troiano (Over 35s) and John Turner (Over 45s), as well as one of this state’s most exciting young talents in Alex Saliu (Under 20s). This year’s Presidents Award, chosen by Brendan Golden, was received by Stephen Maxwell on behalf of the Mt Gambier Gift Carnival’s organising committee for their tireless efforts in improving the popular South-East event.

SA Athletic League 2006/2007 End of Season Awards

Short Sprint (0-200m in Open and Novice races)

3rd – Ryan Hooper (15)

2nd – Steven Hodge (20)

1st – David Palmer (22)

Short Sprint wins for David Palmer: Tea Tree Gully 70m Open, Tea Tree Gully 200m Open, Flagstaff Hill 120m Open, Pulteney 70m Open

Long Sprint (201-600m in Open and Novice races)

3rd – Michael Nitschke (14 – 3rd on a count back)

1st – Wallace Long-Scafidi/Stephen Landers (14)

Long Sprint wins for Wallace Long-Scafidi: Hallett Cove 400m Novice, Edwardstown 300m Open, Camden Classic 400m Open

Long Sprint wins for Stephen Landers: Whyalla 400m Open, Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Pulteney 400m Open

Middle Distance (601m+ in Open and Novice races)

3rd – Adam Cleary (16)

2nd – Christopher Ross (19)

1st – Michael Killicoat (26)

Middle Distance wins for Michael Killicoat: Plympton 1000m A, Bay Sheffield 800m Open, Bay Sheffield 1600m Backmarkers, Flagstaff Hill 1600m Open, Pulteney 1600m Thomas Wright Memorial Mile

Women’s Sprint (0-400m in Women’s races)

3rd – Courtney Lyas (21)

2nd – Zoe Kennedy (23)

1st – Emma Hill (30)

Women’s Sprint wins for Emma Hill: Plympton 120m Women, Flagstaff Hill 120m Women, Marion 120m Women

Women’s Distance (401m+ in Women’s races)

3rd – Zoe Kennedy (10)

2nd – Celeste Knowles (14 – 2nd on a count back)

1st – Nikki Donnelly (14)

Women’s Distance wins for Nikki Donnelly: Pre Bay Sheffield 1600m Women, Plympton 1000m Women, Pulteney 1600m Women

Under 20s

3rd – Casey Whitaker (8)

2nd – Wallace Long-Scafidi (14)

1st – Alex Saliu (20)

Under 20 wins for Alex Saliu: Tea Tree Gully 200m Under 20s, Flagstaff Hill 400m Under 20s, Marion 300m Under 20s

Over 35s

3rd – Karen Paparella/David Wujek (10)

2nd – Tim Callahan (12)

1st – Geoff Troiano (18)

Over 35 wins for Geoff Troiano: Whyalla 300m Over 35s, Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Over 35s, Tea Tree Gully 550m Over 35s

Over 45s

3rd – David Barber (12)

2nd – Richard McMahon (20)

1st – John Turner (27)

John Turner was the first Over 45 athlete across the line in the following Over 35 races: Reynella 120m Over 35s, Flinders 200m Over 35s, Bay Sheffield 120m Over 35s, Marion 120m Over 35s, Pulteney 200m Over 35s

Novice Club

3rd – Flinders (14)

2nd – Western Districts Athletics Club – Ellis Park (18 – 2nd on a count back)

1st – McKinnon Parade Athletics Club (18)

Novice Club winners for McKinnon Parade Athletics Club: Bryce Watkins (Plympton 1600m Novice, Marion 550m Novice), Steven Graham (Pulteney 200m Novice)

Club

3rd – Reynella (112)

2nd – Flinders (165.6)

1st – Western Districts Athletics Club – Ellis Park (173)

Club winners for Western Districts Athletics Club (Ellis Park):

Michael Antenucci, Leon Burckhardt, Tamara Dartnall, Joanne Fenech, Emma Hill, Michael Killicoat, Michael Nitschke, Geoff Troiano, Clay Watkins

Presidents Award

(Award chosen by Brendan Golden for outstanding performances)

Mt Gambier Gift organising committee

Coach of the Season

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

1 point – Brendan Golden

3 points – Roger Pedrick, Frank McHugh, John LeRay

7 points – Gary Hancock

13 points – Toby Schreier

14 points – Stan Miller

20 points – Paul Young, Gary Thompson

Winning athletes coached by Paul Young: Michael Antenucci, Leon Burckhardt, Tamara Dartnall, Joanne Fenech, Emma Hill, Michael Killicoat, Michael Nitschke, Simon Thompson, Geoff Troiano, Clay Watkins

Winning athletes coached by Gary Thompson: Darcy Cheney, Matthew Ferber, Wallace Long-Scafidi, Courtney Lyas, Richard McMahon, Alex Saliu, Ali Saliu

Athlete of the Season – Mort Daly Medal

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

2 points – Courtney Lyas

4 points – Nikki Donnelly, Leon Burckhardt

7 points – David Palmer, Zoe Kennedy

8 points – Emma Hill

13 points – Michael Killicoat

17 points – Wallace Long-Scafidi

22 points – Stephen Landers

Wins by Stephen Landers: Whyalla 800m Open, Whyalla 400m Open, Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Loxton 70m Novice, Loxton 120m Open, Pulteney 400m Open

