PIRRENEE WINS THE MORT DALY MEDAL FOR SA’S ATHLETE OF THE SEASON

Top South Australian athlete Pirrenee Steinert was rewarded for her outstanding season when she was recognised at the SA Athletic League’s Presentation Dinner at AAMI Stadium last Saturday night. Steinert became only the second woman ever (after Paula Thomson) to take home the Mort Daly Medal for the Athlete of the Season after a season that was highlighted by victories over 120 metres at Colley Reserve, Kadina and Loxton, over 300 metres at Kadina and over 400 metres at Playford and Camden. Her performance to narrowly defeat Katherine Robb in the 400m Camden Women’s Classic was particularly memorable, as she won off the tightest handicap in the quickest time ever in that race’s history. Steinert, who is coached by Stan Miler, also made major 120m Women’s Gift finals at the Bay Sheffield and Stawell Gift Carnivals, as well as the Stawell 400m Women’s final. As well as being awarded the Mort Daly Medal at the dinner, Steinert received the Women’s Sprint trophy.

The Western District Athletic Club was recognised for its dominating efforts by taking home trophies for Club of the Season and Novice Club of the Season, while one of its coaches Paul Young was voted as Coach of the Season for the third year in a row. A popular winner from the Club on the night was Andrew Camilleri, with the Bay Sheffield 550m Open champion earning a unique double by winning both the Short Sprint and Long Sprint awards. Camilleri dead-heated with his training partner Leon Burckhardt for the Long Sprint award, while promising Western Districts runner Michael Killicoat was the League’s Middle Distance Athlete of the Season.

Other award winners were Bay Sheffield Women’s Mile winner Nikki Donnelly (Women’s Distance), Bay Sheffield Under 20s 120m and 800m victor Mark Ridgwell (Under 20s) and SANFL Golden Whistle umpire Richard Williams (Over 35s). Michael Buckler was this year’s recipient of the President’s Award after coaching a number of successful McKinnon Parade athletes in the season after the sad passing of one its young members Thomas Wright, while also helping to coordinate the League’s Pulteney raceday in March.

SA Athletic League 2005/2006 End of Season Awards

Short Sprint (0-300m in Open and Novice races)

3rd – Bradley Letton (19)

2nd – Tyson Hancock (21)

1st – Andrew Camilleri (23)

Short Sprint wins for Andrew Camilleri:

Reynella 300m Open, Tea Tree Gully 200m Open

Long Sprint (301-600m in Open and Novice races)

3rd – David Travers (7)

1st – Leon Burckhardt/Andrew Camilleri (10)

Long Sprint wins for Leon Burckhardt:

Mt Gambier 400m Open, Pulteney 400m Open

Long Sprint wins for Andrew Camilleri:

Playford 400m Open, Bay Sheffield 550m Open

Middle Distance (601m+ in Open and Novice races)

3rd – Gregor Dingwall (14)

2nd – Adam Cleary (16)

1st – Michael Killicoat (18)

Middle Distance wins for Michael Killicoat:

Tea Tree Gully 800m Open, Loxton 1000m B

Women’s Sprint (0-400m in Women’s races)

3rd – Sarah Thomas (14)

2nd – Kate Mandalovic (25.5)

1st – Pirrenee Steinert (39.5)

Women’s Sprint wins for Pirrenee Steinert:

Playford 400m Women, Pre-Bay Sheffield 120m Women, Kadina 120m Cousin Jenny Women’s Gift, Kadina 300m Women, Camden 400m Women’s Classic, Loxton 120m Women

Women’s Distance (401m+ in Women’s races)

3rd – Claire Ashman/Sophie Evans/Melissa Lloyd (8)

2nd – Alexandra Sinor (8)

1st – Nikki Donnelly (11)

Women’s Distance wins for Nikki Donnelly:

Plympton 1000m Women, Bay Sheffield 1600m Women

Under 20s

3rd – Jarrad Dartnall (14)

2nd – Shanan McCarthur (15)

1st – Mark Ridgwell (20)

Under 20 wins for Mark Ridgwell:

Bay Sheffield 120m Under 20s, Bay Sheffield 800m Under 20s, Glenelg 550m Under 20s, Flagstaff 400m Under 20s
Over 35s

3rd – Amin Chehade (12)

2nd – Geoff Troiano (18)

1st – Richard Williams (19)

Over 35 wins for Richard Williams:

Reynella 800m Over 35s, Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Over 35s, Camden 400m Over 35s 

Novice Club

3rd – Flinders/Sacred Heart (10)

2nd – Camden Athletic Club (23)

1st – Western Districts Athletics Club (25)

Novice wins for the Western Districts Athletics Club:

Clay Watkins (Hallett Cove 400m Novice),

Nick Mangos (Reynella 800m Novice),

Michael Nitschke (Playford 300m Novice, Mt Gambier 550m Novice),

Ben Gregor (Glenelg 120m Novice)

Club

3rd – McKinnon Parade Athletics Club (95)

2nd – Camden Athletic Club (138)

1st – Western Districts Athletics Club (250.5)

Club wins for the Western Districts Athletics Club:

Leon Burckhardt – Mt Gambier 400m Open, Pulteney 70m Open, Pulteney 400m Open)

Andrew Camilleri – Reynella 300m Open, Playford 400m Open, Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Tea Tree Gully 200m Open

Hayden Cook – Flinders 800m Open

Jarrad Dartnall – Edwardstown 70m Under 20s, Tea Tree Gully 200m Under 20s, Loxton 120m Under 20s

Tamara Dartnall – Pulteney 200m Women

Joanne Fenech – Flagstaff 400m Women

Emma Hill – Flagstaff 120m Women

John Hodge – Hallett Cove 100m Over 35s

Leanne Hodge – Reynella 120m Women

Michael Killicoat – Tea Tree Gully 800m Open, Loxton 1000m B

Kate Mandalovic – Flinders 70m Women, Flinders 200m Women, Plympton 120m Women, Bay Sheffield 120m Women, Edwardstown 100m Women

Alexandra Sinor – Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Women, Plympton 400m Women, Bay Sheffield 550m Women

Sarah Thomas – Hallett Cove 100m Women, Reynella 300m Women

Duncan Tippins – Hallett Cove 100m Open, Glenelg 400m Open

Geoff Troiano – Mt Gambier 400m Over 35s, Bay Sheffield 550m Over 35s

Clay Watkins – Plympton 120m Open, Bay Sheffield 120m Open

Presidents Award

(Award chosen by Brendan Golden for outstanding performances)

Michael Buckler
Coach of the Season

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

4 points: Michael Buckler

5 points: Stan Miller

6 points: Toby Schreier

7 points: Brendan Golden

8 points: Gary Hancock

12 points: John Hodge

18 points: Frank McHugh

24 points: Paul Young

Winning athletes coached by Paul Young: 

Leon Burckhardt, Andrew Camilleri, Hayden Cook, Jarrad Dartnall, Tamara Dartnall, Joanne Fenech, Ben Gregor, Emma Hill, Michael Killicoat, Nick Mangos, Michael Nitschke, Duncan Tippins, Geoff Troiano, Clay Watkins

Athlete of the Season – Mort Daly Medal

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

1 point: Tamara Dartnall

2 points: Russell Scott, Robert Killmier

3 points: Leon Burckhardt

8 points: Kate Mandalovic

9 points: Clay Watkins

10 points: Bradley Letton

11 points: Tyson Hancock

16 points: Andrew Camilleri

22 points: Pirrenee Steinert

Wins by Pirrenee Steinert: Playford 400m Women, Pre-Bay Sheffield 120m Women, Kadina 120m Cousin Jenny Women’s Gift, Kadina 300m Women, Camden 400m Women’s Classic, Loxton 120m Women

