STEELE TAKES HOME THE MORT DALY MEDAL

2004 Coopers Bay Sheffield winner Andrew Steele was awarded the Mort Daly Medal for Athlete of the 2004/05 Season during last Friday night’s SA Athletic League Presentation Dinner at AAMI Stadium. Steele, who is coached by Gary Hancock, had a sterling season, highlighted by his victory in South Australia’s richest and most famous footrace at Colley Reserve on the 28th of December. His list of other wins were the Playford 70m Open, the 120m Mt Gambier Gift, the Plympton 70m Open and the Loxton 50m Sprint Skins, while he also tasted success across the border in the 120m Ballarat Gift Consolation and the 120m Ararat Gift.

The Western District Athletic Club was recognised for its outstanding efforts by taking out awards for Club of the Season and Novice Club of the Season, while one of its coaches Paul Young was voted as Coach of the Season for the second year in a row. Hayden Cook and Duncan Tippins, who both polled highly in the Mort Daly Medal count, were also acknowledged for a season of career-best results by jointly taking home the President’s Award.

Amy Robb, who dominated many women’s races and ended up with six sashes, was the recipient of the Women’s Sprint Award, while 14 year-old Courtney Evans was the Women’s Distance Award winner after a remarkable debut season. Other award winners were consistent sprinter Brad Letton (Short Sprint), 2005 Coopers Camden Classic winner Matthew Cousins (Long Sprint), 2005 McKinnon Mile winner Gregor Dingwall (Middle Distance), first season veteran Stephen Obst (Over 35s) and 1981 Bay Sheffield winner Anthony Tohl’s son, Damian Tohl (Under 20s)

SA Athletic League

2004/2005 End of Season Awards

Short Sprint (0-300m in Open and Novice races)

1st – Bradley Letton (22)

Short Sprint wins for Bradley Letton:

Pre-Bay Sheffield 70m Open, Pulteney 70m Open + 200m Open, Flagstaff 70m Open

2nd – Duncan Tippins (21)

3rd – Andrew Steele (18)

Long Sprint (301-600m in Open and Novice races)

1st – Matthew Cousins (18)

Long Sprint wins for Matthew Cousins:

Hallett Cove 400m Novice, Mt Gambier 550m Open, Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Camden Classic 400m Open

2nd – Hayden Cook (12)

3rd – David Palmer (9)

Middle Distance (601m+ in Open and Novice races)

1st – Gregor Dingwall (18)

Middle Distance wins for Gregor Dingwall:

Reynella 1600m Open, Mt Gambier 1600m B, Pulteney 1600m Open “McKinnon Mile”

2nd – Kym Morgan (14)

3rd – Hayden Cook (10)

Women’s Sprint (0-400m in Women’s races)

1st – Amy Robb (32)

Women’s Sprint wins for Amy Robb:

Flinders 200m, Reynella 300m, Pulteney 70m, Loxton 120m, Loxton 300m, Flagstaff 400m

2nd – Katherine Robb (17)

3rd – Kylie Atkins (13)

Women’s Distance (401m+ in Women’s races)

1st – Courtney Evans (19)

Women’s Distance wins for Courtney Evans:

Hallett Cove 1000m Women/Over 35s, Pulteney 800m Women/Over 35s

2nd – Sophie Evans (11)

3rd – Lisa Roberts (9)

Under 20s

1st – Damian Tohl (13)

Under 20 wins for Damian Tohl:

Camden Classic 120m U20s, Flagstaff 400m U20s

2nd – Jarrad`Dartnall (12)

3rd – Brad Schutz (10)

Over 35s

1st – Stephen Obst (21)

Over 35 wins for Stephen Obst:

Pre-Bay Sheffield 550m O35, Plympton 1000m Women/Over 35, Bay Sheffield 550m O35

2nd – Michael Bertelsmeier (15)

3rd – Mark Beveridge (12)

Novice Club

1st – Western Districts Athletics Club (21)

Novice wins for the Western Districts Athletics Club:

Clay Watkins (120m Mt Gambier Novice), Samuel Burt (120m Glenelg Novice)

2nd – Camden Athletic Club (10)

3rd – McKinnon Parade Athletics Club (7)

Club

1st – Western Districts Athletics Club (163)

Club wins for the Western Districts Athletics Club:

Chris Burckhardt (Hallett Cove 550m Open, Playford 120m Open)

Leon Burckhardt (Pre-Bay Sheffield 120m Open, Richmond 300m Open)

Hayden Cook (Flinders 800m Open, Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Loxton 1000m A,

Flagstaff 550m Open)

Jarrad Dartnall (Edwardstown 70m U20s, Loxton 120m U20s, Glenelg 120m Open)

Tamara Dartnall (Hallett Cove 100m Women, Playford 70m Women)

Joanne Fenech (Playford 400m Women)

Mario Sboro (Hallett Cove 100m O35s)

Selena Schuster (Pulteney 200m Women)

Shane Solly (Playford 120m U20s)

Duncan Tippins (Hallett Cove 100m Open, Flinders 70m Open, Reynella 300m Open, Plympton 120m Open, Flagstaff 120m Open)

Clay Watkins (Reynella 300m U20s, Bay Sheffield 120m Restricted)

Amanda Watts (Bay Sheffield 120m Women)

2nd – McKinnon Parade Athletics Club (144.5)

3rd – Camden Athletics Club (105)

Presidents Award

(Award chosen by Brendan Golden for outstanding performances)

Duncan Tippins, Hayden Cook

Wins by President’s Awards recipients:

Duncan Tippins – Hallett Cove 100m Open, Flinders 70m Open, Reynella 300m Open, Plympton 120m Open, Flagstaff 120m Open

Hayden Cook – Flinders 800m Open, Bay Sheffield 550m Open, Loxton 1000m A, Flagstaff 550m Open

Coach of the Season

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

1 point: Keith Patching

7 points: John LeRay, Michael Buckler

8 points: Stephen Butler, Gary Hancock

14 points: Greg Adams

15 points: Frank McHugh

24 points: Paul Young

Winning athletes coached by Paul Young: Chris Burckhardt, Leon Burckhardt, Hayden Cook, Jarrad Dartnall, Tamara Dartnall, Joanne Fenech, Selina Schuster, Shane Solly, Duncan Tippins, Clay Watkins, Amanda Watts

Athlete of the Season – Mort Daly Medal

(Award voted on by panel of 4 officials – Chief Steward, Handicappers, Racecaller)

1 point: Clay Watkins, Katherine Robb, Courteny Evans

2 points: Amanda Watts, Chris Burckhardt

4 points: Robbie James

5 points: Matthew Cousins, Bradley Letton

10 points: Duncan Tippins

15 points: Amy Robb

17 points: Hayden Cook

21 points: Andrew Steele

Wins by Andrew Steele: Playford 70m Open, Mt Gambier 120m Open, Plympton 70m Open, Bay Sheffield 120m Open, Loxton 50m Sprint Skins
