What is your full name (including middle name)?
Shane Matthew Thiele.
 
What is your star sign?
Leo.

What is your nickname(s)?
Thiele, Captain Australia.

What is your current age?
31 (
 
What is your occupation?
University Lecturer
 
Are you married? If not, would you like to be? If so, would you like not to be?
No, Yes, NA

Do you have kids? If not, would you like to have some? If so, what are their names?
No. When I do, their names will be Brooke and Cooper (provided of course their mother is ok with that).
 
What club do you run with?
Flinders.

Who is your current coach and what one word best describes him/her?
Various, but Toby Schreier mostly. DEDICATED.

Who has been your previous coach(es)?
Have been coached by Toby for 17 years! If he can put up with me that long, it just goes to prove how DEDICATED he is. 

Who is your funniest training partner and why?
Medlin. There is always an interesting take on certain situations. Get the 2 of us together and it will be a humorous night!

Which of your training partners is least likely to get married?
Do I count?
 
How did you first get introduced to running with the SA Athletic League?
Went and watched the Bay Shef as a 13yo and loved it. Had to wait until you were 15 to run with the League though.
 
How many sashes have you won?
22. Lucky enough to have won 3 at the Bay and 4 at Stawell. Haven’t won 1 in SA for 4 years, so would like to think I am due. 

What would you say your best running performance has been?
The 2nd time I won the Selected mile at the Bay Sheff (at Adelaide Oval in 2003). I had no chance, but somehow the race went really well and I managed to hold on by 0.1seconds.
 

Who is the toughest opponent you have run against?
There have been many. In the invitation races at the Bay and Stawell, they are all quality runners. I seem to have had the best head to head battles with Dale Engler.
 
Do you have any superstitions when you run?
Many!
 
What is the largest amount of prize money you have won with the League?
The Lyndoch Steingarten Challenge was great. Brief, but great! Mainly, cos the SAAL put on a X-Country event, which is right up my alley. Oh yeah, and there was a $7000 prize for 1st. Do they realise it was a distance event? Much appreciated!
 
Have you competed interstate? If so, describe your experience(s).
Have been to Stawell numerous times, and seem to fire up for it. Have been very fortunate there, and have run by far my best races on the days to win.
 
What is your favourite fast food?
Pizza.
 
What is your favourite alcoholic drink?
Scotch and Coke (All my training partners and fellow athletes would know this for sure) 

What is your favourite TV show?
Any live sport.
 
Which football team do you support and who is your favourite player?
Port Power – anyone that got a kick in the GF! Shaun Burgoyne generally though.
 
If you could choose to be an elite runner (past or present), who would it be?
Shane McKenzie – he has achieved so much, and been in so many big races. World Juniors, Olympics, Bay Shef finals, Stawell Gift semi’s etc. 

What is the most inspirational running performance you have seen?
After 15 years with the League there has been plenty. If anyone wants to sit down with me I could give you at least 1 per year! Perhaps the stand out was Keith Sheehy in the 400m at Plympton one year. Small meet, but big run! Also, any time one of the athletes I coach runs well, I get massively motivated!
 
If you had to choose someone to play you in a movie, who would it be and why?
Matt Damon. Doesn’t he seem like a good bloke? And, Kirsten Dunst would play the leading lady.
 
Name three people that you haven't met that you would like to and why?
Kelly Clarkson, Lance Armstrong, Allison Felix.
 
If you exclude your current partner, who would your dream date be?

Kirsten Dunst

If you had to choose that dream date from someone in the SA Athletic League, who would it be?
Nup, will get in trouble here. Some good contenders though.
 
What are your favourite internet websites?
www.saal.org.au
 
What type of car do you drive?
Mazda 323
 
What race would you most like to win?
Stawell Gift. Unlikely, so I am going to go with Loxton 1km. The only one of the ‘biggies’ I haven’t won. In fact, haven’t gone remotely decent there at all! Or, City-Bay Fun run (not Pros I know, but everyone knows it, and it would be very cool to win it)
 
Describe yourself in three words.
Reliable, gutsy, fun.
 
What do you see yourself doing in ten years time?
Running veterans

Educating the world

Coaching a bigger squad of athletes

