JOHN DAWKINS

A TRIBUTE BY JOHN LERAY
The one word that comes to mind when describing John is “Champion”. A Champion Husband, a Champion Father, a Champion Humanitarian, a Champion Sportsman, a Champion Teacher. John touched all of us that had the privilege to know him, in some way.

I was first introduced to John through David Smith one year at the Bay Sheffield when he was training by himself. Being a South Adelaide fan, I had admired him as a footballer. I had also umpired John in football finals in the Riverland when he played for Renmark. It was later after the introduction at the Bay Sheffield that I became his Coach. 

Words to describe John as a person come easily – dedicated, focussed, competitive, hard-working, caring, proud, athletic, a mentor, respectful, a keen sense of humour, humble.

John loved his sport. Whilst many footballers retire to the hospitality tent, John not only maintained his street fitness but also excelled in Professional running.

At training John liked to run in the “Elite” squad. In his late 30s, he could give the young guys some “hurry up”. I recall one night leading up to a Bay Sheffield – the 550/800 Squad were doing 8 x 300 flying reps. We got to about number 7 and John said “Coach I need a minute – I’ll just miss this one.” True to his craftiness, he was off the bit in the last rep, giving it to the young guys. Always the competitor. 

As a mentor to young athletes, John was amazing. If a new young runner did one warm up lap with John, after that 400 meters it was as if they had known each other for years. If a young person showed keen interest he took them under his wing and shared all of his knowledge. He was a virtual “Assistant Coach”.

John gave away football at 23 years of age to chase his dream of winning a Bay Sheffield. He played 31 League Games for South from 1981-84 and played in the 1984 Night Premiership under Graham Cornes. He came from Sydney where he played Rugby League and took up Aussie Rules with Reynella. In 1977 John was recruited by South played under 17’s and captained the under 19’s in 1980. He made his SANFL League debut in 1981.

In 1995 he was 3rd in the Bay Sheffield, then carried that form over the Victorian border and won the “Maryborough Gift” on New Years Day. 

A most versatile athlete, he won 22 sashes from 70m up to 800m in his veteran years. John made 6 Camden Classic finals between 1986 through to 1999, only a handful of runners have completed that feat in the last 25 years. Commencing with Gary Thompson who was the fitness coach at South Adelaide, then Hal Thomas and then to the Flagstaff Athletics Club.

I dubbed John “The Gentleman Competitor”. He took the mark given by the handicapper and ran his best off that mark. Win or lose, he gave praise to the other runners, as he knew that he had given his best on the day. 

Respected by all who ran with or against him, John was also popular with racing officials. He loved to compete in “Open” ranks against the young guys.  

In honour of John’s memory, the 550m will be renamed “The John Dawkins Memorial 550m” at the Flagstaff Gift meeting from 2007.

One more word to go with Champion – JD, Champion Bloke.

JOHN DAWKINS

A TRIBUTE BY BRIAN HART
There have been many athletes who come to the starting line, but John Dawkins was one of the specials. On competition days J.D. would always pay me respect be saying ‘hello, have a good day’. He was a great competitor and anyone who came alongside knew they were in for a contest.

In his circle races he had the knack of getting himself into a good position and used his great sprinting ability to storm home to the line.

The funeral service held to celebrate his passing was extra special and the large attendance showed the true qualities of this man. The speakers both family and close friends spoke very highly of his dedication to his family and said his associations and involvements with both work and sport was exemplary.

John Dawkins it was a privilege to be associated with you and to put you on the blocks.

