HARGREAVES BECOMES THE FOURTH VICTORIAN TO WIN THE CAMDEN CLASSIC AS STANLEY SHOWS HER CLASS
Quality Victorian sprinter Matthew Hargreaves collected his first South Australian sash in his sixth attempt at the Messenger Community Newspapers Camden Classic last Sunday night. A regular competitor at Camden Oval since 2004, the John Henry coached athlete was trained to the minute to come home with a barnstorming run to be the 2009 victor of the state’s biggest 400m footrace. Hargreaves started behind all other finalists bar the in-form Daniel Steinhauser and had to wait until the final straight to overcome a gallant James Boden and Ben Wright. The win will be particularly sweet, considering how unlucky he was to not take out the Mt Gambier Gift earlier in the season.
Local talent Caitlin Stanley is this year’s winner of the Camden Women’s Classic after an impressive display in the 400m feature race for females. Stanley had to work hard to catch frontmarker Emma Hill who didn’t make it easy for her competitors. Recent Port Adelaide winner Bridgid Connolly continued her solid form in coming home well to grab 2nd placing, while backmarker and Stanley’s training partner Holly Noack finished 4th.
The 400m races provided some brilliant action all night, including two thrilling finishes in the Consolation finals, with Matthew Ferber and Lucy Buckley easing their disappointment of not making the main finals. Oliver Preston once again demonstrated his enormous talent in the first Camden Under 17 400m final, while Reynella athlete Richard McMahon made up for a controversial disqualification last year to take out the 400m Over 35s race.
Athlete of the Meeting went to Adam Bishop after a sensational performance as backmarker of a large 1600m Open field. Other results saw Victorian Gene Mawer getting the nod in a tight 120m Open finish, Lauren Buchanan collect her 2nd sash in the 120m Women’s race, youngster Trent O’Loughlin showing a sign of things to come in the 120m Under 20s handicap and David Fiebig winning his second Novice sash of the season.
Competitors, officials and spectators appreciated the cooler conditions of the night, with a sizeable crowd in attendance to see the 30th running of the City of West Torrens Camden Classic Carnival.
RESULTS

30th Messenger Community Newspapers 400m Open Camden Classic
1st – Matthew Hargreaves (16m)
2nd – James Boden (17m)
3rd – Ben Wright (26m)
Time: 47.77secs

21st Thirsty Camel Newspapers 400m Women's Classic
1st – Caitlin Stanley (27m)
2nd – Bridgid Connolly (27m)
3rd – Emma Hill (50m)
Time: 53.22secs

400m Camden Classic Consolation
1st – Matthew Ferber (26m)
2nd – David Palmer (34m)
3rd – Hayden Cook (22m)
Time: 48.05secs

400m Women's Classic Consolation
1st – Lucy Buckley (51m)
2nd – Kirsty Meekins (51m)
3rd – Celia Cosgriff (39m)
Time: 54.52secs

120m Open Gift
1st – Gene Mawer (13.0m)
2nd – Jarrad Dartnall (11.25m)
3rd – Jordan Tronnolone (7.25m)
Time: 12.90secs

120m Women's Gift
1st – Lauren Buchanan (12.5m)
2nd – Bethany Fairfield (8.0m)
3rd – Anthea Kotyla (13.0m)
Time: 14.60secs

120m Under 20s
1st – Trent O’Loughlin (8.5m)
2nd – Ben Hardy (11.5m)
3rd – Corey Baker (6.75m)
Time: 13.40secs

400m Over 35s
1st – Richard McMahon (35m)
2nd – Wayne James (29m)
3rd – Ali Saliu (40m)
Time: 52.23secs

800m Novice
1st – David Fiebig (60m)
2nd – Ashley Brown (50m)
3rd – Aaron Jelfs (78m)
Time: 1min 58.86secs

1600m Open
1st – Adam Bishop (75m)
2nd – PJ Bosch (85m)
3rd – Ben Crawford (155m)
Time: 4mins 11.44secs

400m Andrew Vickers Memorial Umpires Race
1st – James Ralston (64m)
2nd – Brett Fisk (22m)
3rd – Ben Turner (54m)
Time: 48.23secs

