BAY SHEFFIELD FACTS

The Bay Sheffield footrace has been held every year since 1887 on the day South Australia celebrates its birthday – December 28 (Proclamation Day).

Throughout its 120 year history, the Bay Sheffield Carnival has been held every year at the Glenelg public reserve named Colley Reserve, except for between 1966-1969 and 2001-2003. Between 1966 and 1969, it was held on Wigley Reserve due to reconstruction work between the Town Hall and Colley Reserve. During 2001-2003, the Bay Sheffield was run at Adelaide Oval after the SA Athletic League had a dispute with the Glenelg Commemoration Day Sports Association. 

The first Bay Sheffield in 1887 was won over 100 yards by H Quinn off a handicap of 11 yards in a time of 9.4 seconds. 38 runners had nominated for the inaugural race and the first prize was 14 pounds. In 1999 there were 104 runners nominated and the first prize was $13650.

It was not until 1982 that licensed bookmakers could legally operate on races conducted at the Bay Sheffield Carnival but it was well known before this date that, although illegal, bookmakers could be found in the area.

A large number of well-known South Australian Aussie Rules League Footballers have won the Bay Sheffield  – 26 in number. With increasing time commitments demanded by clubs for their own pre-season training in recent times, it has been 15 years since a League footballer won the race (South Adelaide player Darren Kappler who also played in the AFL was the 1985 Bay Sheffield champion). The list of footballers who have won the race is:

SOUTH ADELAIDE

Wally Allen (1919), Clem Croft (1929), Laurie Cahill (1936), Alf Skuse (1964), Darren Kappler (1985)

WEST ADELAIDE

Alby Klose (1907), Fred Ralph (1930, 1932), John McInerney (1966), Neil Jamieson (1967)

WEST TORRENS

Dave Smith (1902, 1903), Albert Fooks (1910, 1915)

NORTH ADELAIDE

Norm Claxton (1900), Russell Fuss (1920), Merv Smith (1945), Merv Way (1951)

NORWOOD

JD "Bunny" Daly (1896), Ern Wadham (1922), LR Parker (1927)

STURT

Oscar Hyman (1895), Harold Bruce (1918), Ken Brown (1942)

PORT ADELAIDE

Bruce McInnes (1924), Peter Mead (1969)

GLENELG

Allan James (1935)

It was in 1893 that a dead-heat occurred in the Bay Sheffield final between A.Polkinghorne and F.Woollard. A run-off was the held, with A.Polkinghorne declared the winner.

Before 1900 it was quite common for runners to assume different names when they entered. The 1990 winner, Norm Claxton, entered the race as "F.Pierce". This practice was stamped out in following years.

The 1901 final saw a protest lodged against the first across the line, J.Mongan, for not supplying the correct amount of information for the handicapper to judge his ability. The 2nd placegetter, W.E.Palmer, was then awarded the race.

There have been 6 Bay Sheffield winners that have won the Stawell Gift. They are:

Fred Ralph (Bay Sheffield 1930/1932, Stawell 1931)

Alec Reid (Bay Sheffield 1939, Stawell 1940)

Dallas O'Brien (Bay Sheffield 1979, Stawell 1983)

Dean Capobianco (Bay Sheffield 1990, Stawell 1990)

Steve Brimacombe (Bay Sheffield 1991, Stawell 1991)

Andrew McManus (Bay Sheffield 1999, Stawell 1992)

The SA Athletic League was set up in 1898 to administer the Bay Sheffield and other handicapped running events.

Only once has there been an entry fee charged to enter Colley Reserve – in 1922 when the arena was closed and proceeds went towards building a War Memorial.

Scottish sprinter Jim Thompson, winner of the 1982 Bay Sheffield in 12.02 seconds off 3.0 metres, is the fastest man to have won the race if handicaps are taken out of consideration. Famous basketballer Al Green ranks 2nd for his first win in 1983 – a year before he completed the double.

