COOPERS
70 METRE F.H.WHITE MEMORIAL OPEN HANDICAP

The Top 30 Chances
Beames Peter VIC 6.00m
Took out the 100m Bill Howard Restricted final at the 1999 Stawell Gift Carnival (10.47secs off 6.0ms). Winners of this race often go on to bigger and better things, so he could be up to this.

Borghouts Peter VIC 4.50m

Better renowned as a 400 metre runner but did win the first 70m Open final of the VAL's current season at Bacchus Marsh on Melbourne Cup day (7.86secs off 3.75ms). Capable of doing well.

Brown Craig VIC 4.00m (1999: 6.25m)

4th in last year's Bay Sheffield final after taking out the 120m Restricted the day before (12.23secs off 10.5ms). Did make this final as well last year (unplaced) but is back a bit this time around. Won the Stawell 70m Open at Easter time (7.58secs off 4.25ms) and normally does something at this Carnival, so he could rise to the challenge.

Calleja Robin NSW 3.00m (1999: 3.00m)

2nd in this final 2 years ago (7.64secs off 3.0ms) and last year he concentrated on the 120m Gift and became a Bay Sheffield finalist. If he puts his mind to this event, he should power down the track and be one of the hardest to beat.

Campagna Adrian VIC 6.50m

The Rye Gift winner of 1999 and also won the 70m Open on the same day. Has won a Wangarratta Gift in his time as well. Has been under the care of Jim Bradley but is now coached by Paul White. Should be in the thick of things.

Cleland James SA 4.50m (1999: 4.75m)

Last year's runner-up behind Matthew Newton who is yet to be sighted with the League so far this season. If he has been training hard for this, he will be one of the favourites but his lack of racing may tell. Prefer to see.

Coughlan Michael SA 7.75m (1999: 8.00)

Eligible for Over 35 events who has won this race back in 1995 (7.4secs off 8.75ms). Was a finalist in both the 70m Open and 120m Over 35 finals at the recent Salisbury North meeting so he obviously has done some work. Will be a great chance in the Over 35s 120m race but can make his presence felt here as well.

Dunbar Cam VIC 6.25m

Son of well-known Victorian official and former athlete Ricky Dunbar who is starting to make a name for himself. Won three 120m races in the VAL last season and made a few 70m finals. Could be primed for this.

Flesfadar Daniel SA 7.50m (1999: 7.25m)

Burst into calculation for this with a clear victory in the 70m Open at Plympton last week (7.55secs off 7.5ms). Yet to be put under the pressure of a big race but looks a likely type. Hard to beat.

Hames Jagan SA 4.25m (1999: 3.75m)

Commonwealth Games Gold Medallist in the Decathlon who was plagued by injury in the lead up to the Sydney Olympics. Has made this final previously (unplaced) off a more difficult handicap. Goes forward from last year and has the necessary speed to be competitive. Could feature.

Hams Craig SA 6.50m (1999: 7.00m)

Winner of the Mort Daly Medal for SA's Athlete of the Season in 1998/99 and has numerous sashes in his keeping. Has been flying this year, with 70m wins at Flinders (7.55secs off 7.0ms) and Colley Reserve (7.67secs off 6.5ms), as well as many appearances in Gift finals. Yes.

Hicks Dylan SA 7.00m

Still a novice but was 2nd behind stablemate Flesfader in last week's Plympton 70m Open. Is better off in the handicaps this week, going forward a quarter of a metre. Right in this.

Hore Adam SA 5.75m (1999: 5.75m)

Winner of the Bay Sheffield 120m Under 18 final in 1997 (13.19secs off 4.0ms) and has always displayed some toe. Stepped up to collect his first Open Gift win this year in the 120m Mort Daly Gift at Camden in November (12.86secs off 8.5ms). 3rd in last weekend's Plympton 70m Open behind Flesfader, so the form is on the board. Good chance.

Killian Brian SA 9.00m (1999: 8.50m)

Frontmarker who is a stablemate of Mark "Cuddles" Faulkner. Hasn't been in too many finals in previous years but ended up on the dais behind Shaun Walker in the recent Salisbury North 70m Open final. Could take some catching.

Lewis Justin VIC 4.50m (1999: 3.75m)

Comes from a famous athletic sporting family, with a father and a sister who are both Olympians and a mother who represented Australia at the Commonwealth Games. It is no wonder he can sprint and is in the middle of a purple patch, winning the Broadford 70m Open (7.74secs off 2.5ms) and Whittlesea 70m Open finals in Victoria. Can continue the good form here.

Marangon Damien SA 5.50m (1999: 5.50m)

The 1997 Bay Sheffield 120m Restricted winner (12.6secs off 7.5ms) who was 3rd in this final last year. Talented but rarely sighted this season. Prefer to see.

McTernan Damien WA 5.75m (1999: 6.25m)

West Australian visitor who was a finalist in this event this year. Back a little in the handicap but shouldn't be dismissed.

Murphy Andrew NSW 2.75m

Top Australian triple jumper who is one of the Olympians visiting SA to check out the Bay Sheffield Carnival. Has enormous speed early on and, despite the tough handicap, should storm home.

Murphy Robert VIC 5.25m

The 2000 Stawell Bill Howard 100m winner (10.72secs off 7.5ms) which is normally a race for the up and comers. Can feature.

Neve Jason SA 7.25m

Local trained by former Stawell Gift winner Paul Young. Collecting sashes over longer distances, winning the Lobethal 300m Open (33.37secs off 30ms) and then last week the Plympton 400m Open (47.97secs off 40ms). Has some speed out of the blocks but is facing some hot opposition here.

Newton Matthew NSW 5.00m (1999: 6.25m)

Last year's winner of this race (7.59secs off 6.25ms). As is always the case, he will have to improve after taking a handicap penalty but he can still perform admirably.

Noble Jason SA 7.25m (1999: 7.25m)

Honest local runner who can post some quick times. Recently ended up on the dais behind Shaun Walker at Salisbury North in the 70m Open final. Yet to put his stamp on this race but has the potential to.

Noblet James SA 5.50m (1999: 5.00m)

A winner over this distance a few times in previous years but hasn't been there of late. Best effort this season was making the final of the 120m Salisbury North Gift three weeks ago. His record, including a Stawell 200m win and a Bay Sheffield final appearance, suggests he could still make an impact. 

Pasquali Walter VIC 5.25m (1999: 4.75m)

Former Bay Sheffield and Stawell Gift finalist who has been out of sorts for a couple of years now. The handicapper is encouraging him to stick with it by giving him a lift and he only needs to focus on getting back to near where he was to be around the place. Watch for moves in the betting ring.

Pearce Jareem VIC 3.75m

The 2000 Stawell Gift winner (12.01secs off 8.0ms) who should have his sights firmly on tomorrow's action. If he chooses to have a hit-out in this to clear out the cobwebs, he will be amongst the top few picks.

Taurima Jai QLD 3.75m

Sensational performance to almost grab gold at the Sydney Olympics in the long jump. Trying his hand at running without a sandpit and is hoping to get a few runs in while having a good time here in Adelaide. He will be smoking up the track and could cause some damage over this distance.

Varcoe Ramon NSW 3.00m

Former South Australian now living in Sydney. Has run 10.51secs for 100 metres this year and he is blessed with an abundance of speed. Keep safe.

Vicino David VIC 6.50m (1999: 6.00m)

Tasted success over 70 metres at Maryborough (7.66secs off 5.0ms) and Wangaratta (7.81secs off 5.0ms) earlier this year and has already made a 70m Open final in the current Victorian season. Worth including.

White Shannon VIC 5.75m (1999: 5.75m)

Is a Ballarat Gift winner (1997, 12.33secs off 8.25ms) but hasn't shown his true ability for a while. At his best, he is no bunny.

Whittaker Darren VIC 7.25m (1999: 7.25m)

Has been in this final previously off the same handicap. Won the 70m Open and 100m Bill Howard Restricted at the Stawell Gift Carnival, so he's not to be sneezed at.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Arkit Ashley SA 5.50m (1999: 5.50m)
Amato Damian QLD 5.50m (1999: 5.50m)

Balalis George SA 5.50m

Blair Tim NSW 5.00m

Bravey Peter SA 9.00m (1999: 8.75m)

Brown Chris VIC 10.00m (1999: 9.75m)

Brown Joseph VIC 14.00m (1999: 14.00m)

Burbridge Adam VIC 4.50m

Burns Matthew SA 5.50m

Butt Robert NSW 5.25m

Calvert Philip SA 8.25m (1999: 7.50m)

Cara John VIC 6.00m

Cole Tom SA 5.50m

Collings Joel SA 9.50m (1999: 7.25m)

Congdon David SA 5.75m

Crouch Jarrod NSW 5.75m

Daddow Stuart SA 6.75m

Dalton Shaun VIC 4.50m

Davis Jason SA 4.75m (1999: 4.75m)

DAWSON Darren SA 14.00m (1999: 14.00m)

Denehy Greg SA 5.50m

Dube Ben ACT 6.25m

Evans Michael SA 6.75m (1999: 6.0m)

Fairweather Anthony NSW 9.50m (1999: 9.25m)

Foley Craig VIC 7.00m

Foot Melissa VIC 13.00m

Freeth Matthew TAS 5.25m

Hamlyn Paul SA 9.00m (1999: 8.00m)

Hancock Tyson SA 6.75m (1999: 6.50m)

Hanna Robert NSW 4.25m

Harrison Aaron SA 5.00m

Hewton John SA 13.50m

Hildyard Luke SA 9.25m (1999: 8.75m)

Karutz Haydn NSW 11.75m (1999: 11.75m)

Kowal Matthew SA 6.75m (1999: 6.25m)

Linden Luke VIC 7.25m

McLean Ben SA 5.50m

Milligan Shane SA 7.25m (1999: 7.00m)

Mitchell Ryan VIC 4.50m

Moss Daniel SA 5.25m (1999: 4.75m)

Muhlhan Andrew VIC 7.00m (1999: 7.00m)

Nelson Matthew SA 5.50m

Nobbs Paul SA 7.00m (1999: 6.75m)

Obst Damian SA 7.25m

O'Connor Anthony SA 5.75m (1999: 5.75m)

Palmer David SA 7.00m (1999: 6.75m)

Ramsey Brendan SA 5.00m (1999: 4.75m)

Rogers Darren WA 6.50m (1999: 6.50m)

Ryder Shaun SA 6.25m (1999: 5.50m)

Saddington Glenn VIC 9.25m (1999: 8.75m)

Semmler Daniel SA 6.50m (1999: 5.75m)

Sheffield Richard SA 8.75m

Simons Mark SA 10.50m (1999: 9.50m)

Telfer Ken ACT 8.75m (1999: 8.00m)

Thomas Hal SA 14.00m

Tucker Phillip SA 9.25m

Waters Craig WA 5.00m

Wenham Scott SA 6.25m

Wujek David SA 7.00m (1999: 7.00m)

Yorke Cameron WA 5.00m

Zanella Mark SA 7.25m (1999: 7.00m)

Zimaris Steve VIC 12.50m

JETTY ROAD TRADERS
70 METRE WOMEN'S HANDICAP

The Top 15 Chances
Dwyer Chelsea SA 7.25m (1999: 7.25m)

In the only 2 women's 70m races this season, she has finished in the placings on both occasions behind Paula Lehmann at Henley and at Colley Reserve. Should give it a red hot go.

Egan Bridgette VIC 3.75m

Came here back in 1997 and ran 3rd behind Kelly Simpson in the 120m final off the backmark. As a sign of her talent, she is currently competing in Victoria off minus a metre (behind scratch) in sprints after winning the 120m Women's final at Keilor in 14.49secs off scratch. Ran in the 1997 70m final as well when she was here, so it all adds up to her doing well again.

Fearnley Anne VIC 5.25m (1999: 6.26m)

Last year's winner of this race (8.41secs off 6.25ms) who sprinted well the next day as well when runner up to Mandy Heath in the 120m. As all winners do, she has gone back in the marks which will make it hard but she can still run well. Also entered for the 550m event which is run on the same day.

Fenech Jo SA 7.50m (1999: 7.25m)

Was a finalist in the 120m at this Carnival last year and has been a consistent performer since. Last week in the Plympton 120m final she was 2nd behind Paula Lehmann who will be one of her main competitors in this. Is among the chances.

Foot Melissa VIC 5.00m

25 year old who runs plenty of Amateur races in Victoria. Making Open 70m finals in Victoria and she also has entered the Open 70m here as well, so take a note of which race she runs. If she puts her mind to this, she could threaten.

Fox Carolyn VIC 8.00m

Better over slightly longer, winning the Stawell 400m in 1998 (54.44secs off 24ms). Can run a decent sprint too, so she could still storm home.

Gibson Tammy VIC 7.75m

Another Victorian who has better performances over longer distances but it will depend what her training has been concentrating on, seeing that she has only just returned from a 2 year holiday overseas.

Griffen Tenille SA 5.75m (1999: 5.00m)

Won the opening 2 races of the season - the 120m at Henley (14.27secs off 7.25ms) and the 200ms at Flinders (23.79secs off 14ms) but has gone off the boil since. Jumps out like a rabbit on heat and has plenty of toe, so she could easily return to her winning ways.

Holloway Kim VIC 5.50m

A winner of the rich Rye Gift for women, so if in similar frame of mind, she must be in there somewhere. Look for moves on the bookies' boards.

King Naomi SA 5.75m

Only 15 years old and one of the quickest for her age. She has been training hard of late in the lead up to the All Schools Championships and ran 2nd in the Under 16 race there. Has a PB of 12.46secs for 100ms which is great going for someone of her age. Still getting used to handicapped running but it is only a matter of time.

Lehmann Paula SA 5.25m (1999: 6.00m)

Has won the only 2 70m races for women this season, at Flinders (8.44secs off 5.75ms) and at Colley Reserve (8.54secs off 5.25ms). Ran 2nd behind Anne Fearnley in last year's final and will be hoping to go one better this year. The top pick.

Mouri-Nkeng Anne Marie CAM 1.75m

Cameroon Olympian who has made an impact on women's running with the League this season in the few weeks she has been competing. Her coach (Tania Van Heer) thinks she will be best over 200ms and 400ms but she is still competitive in anything she goes in, gaining placings at Lobethal and Plympton over 120ms. Will be storming home.

Paparella Karen SA 11.25m (1999: 11.50m)

Frontmarker who hasn't been featuring this season but she always takes a bit of catching. 70m races go quickly but there should be enough time for the racecaller to say "Erin Brockovich" before she finishes.

Smith Demmin VIC 5.50m

Another to have won a Rye Women's Gift and, like Bridgette Egan, she was placed behind Kelly Simpson in the 120m Women's final at the 1997 Bay Sheffield Carnival. Certainly has stacks of ability but has been a little off the pace of late. If she runs like she did in 1997, she will be hard to beat.

Turley Claire SA 8.50m (1999: 6.50m)

Making the required improvements to pick up a race shortly, as she demonstrated by finishing 2nd to Paula Lehmann over this distance at this track earlier this month. Can be in the ballpark.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Apostolou Michelle SA 5.25m (1999: 5.00m)

Boult Dianne SA 12.50m (1999: 11.75m)

Burns Joanne SA 8.00m

Camens Anjie SA 6.50m

Dini Kathy SA 6.00m

Fairweather Alison NSW 8.25m (1999: 7.75m)

Freyer Heidi WA 7.75m

Letcher Rachel SA 10.25m (1999: 9.75m)

Letton Kim SA 6.50m

Mayers Jayne VIC 8.00m

McNeill Hayley SA 6.50m (1999: 6.50m)

Moore Katie VIC 6.00m

Myatt Lee SA 7.25m

Newton Leah SA 6.00m (1999: 5.25m)

Pohlner Robyn SA 7.00m (1999: 6.75m)

Ruxton Sharon SA 5.25m (1999: 4.75m)

Starr Michelle SA 9.50m (1999: 9.25m)

Sullivan Emma SA 10.50m (1999: 10.50m)

Wilczynski Melissa SA 7.50m

Wilson Angela VIC 11.75m (1999: 11.50m)

Woolley Julie SA 5.50m

PHIL McMAHON REAL ESTATE

120 METRE WOMEN'S HANDICAP

The Top 25 Chances

Atkins Kylie SA 9.75m (1999: 8.75m)
Won over 200ms at Tea Tree Gully a couple of years ago (23.60secs off 20ms) and was runner up last season in the Sacred Heart Women's 300m final behind stablemate Alex Burr. Yet to make the required improvements to be a regular in Gift finals but she appears to have the talent to do so.

Burr Alex SA 13.00m (1999: 12.25m)
Trains with Kylie under John LeRay and has been placed this season over 120ms at Henley behind Tenille Griffen and at Camden behind Jackie Chehade. Her time is coming.

Chehade Jackie SA 12.50m (1999: 12.75m)

Has a tremendous record over the years and is running to her peak this season. Recent wins over this distance at Camden (14.90secs off 13.0ms) and at Colley Reserve (14.19secs off 12.25ms). A renowned slow starter but can fight back extremely well in the later stages of this race. Not the worst.

Dini Kathy SA 7.75m

Winner of a 400m race at this track last February (57.12secs off 24ms). 400m runners can do well over the 120m, although she hasn't quite yet been able to be competitive. Maybe with some help from the handicapper and some specific sprint training she may come up. Watch for future reference.

Dwyer Chelsea SA 9.75m (1999: 8.00m)

Running good 70ms (twiced placed this season) but the 120 metres are finding her out at the moment. Moving out in the marks and it shouldn't be long before we see her pop up over this distance.

Egan Bridgette VIC 4.50m

Won the Burramine 100 metre Women's final in Victoria off the scratch mark in 11.97secs and also the Keilor Women's 120m final in 14.49secs again off the scratch mark last season. It's no wonder that they actually have her off a handicap behind scratch (minus a metre). With the girls pushed forward here, she will enjoy not starting from the car park. Has a PB of 11.9secs for 100ms and ran 3rd behind Kelly Simpson in the 1997 final. Is a class act and is another one of the backmarkers who is right in this.

Fearnley Anne VIC 7.00m (1999: 9.00m)

2nd last year in this race behind Mandy Heath and won the 70m final on Day 1. Can run a variety of distances and is down for the 550m race, which may be a better option now that she is back 2 metres from last year. Will give her all in whatever she does.

Fenech Kate SA 9.75m (1999: 10.50m)

In the best shape of her career at present, winning the inaugural 100m Lobethal Ladies Day Gift (11.81secs off 9.75ms) and then the 120m final at Salisbury North (12.41secs off 9.75ms). Also successful over 300ms at Henley at the opening meet of the season (39.45secs off 24ms). Can continue the good form here.

Fenech Jo SA 10.50m (1999: 10.50m)

Made the 120m final and finished 4th behind Mandy Heath last year. Runner up in the 400m Women's Classic behind Paula Lehmann in February. Her twin sister Kate has been grabbing all the attention this season while Jo goes along her quiet way. Was 2nd in last weekend's 120m Plympton final behind Paula Lehmann so she is coming good at the right time.
Foot Melissa VIC 6.75m

Making 70m Open finals in Victoria which either means she has a huge handicap or is running very well, or maybe both. Back in the women's ranks, she will be hard to beat, going on her PB of 12.05secs. That time was back in 1995 but she has been able to remain consistent since. Keep her in mind.

Fox Carolyn VIC 10.50m

Ran 4th off 8.75ms in the Stawell Women's 100m final last season behind Tasmyn Lewis and has also won a Stawell 400m final (1998, 54.44secs off 24ms). Has a PB of 12.7secs for 100ms, so off where she starts, don't be fooled into thinking she can't make it.
Gibson Tammy VIC 9.75m

Returned from overseas recently. Before her trip she had some success over 400ms at Maryborough and Rye and has been in the 800m Women's final at this Carnival before. Likely to need the runs but her chances in this will depend on what distances she has been doing at training.

Griffen Tenille SA 7.25m (1999: 7.25m)

Winner over 120ms at Henley (14.27secs off 7.25ms) and over 200ms at Flinders (23.79secs off 14ms). Hasn't been able to keep that going since but could easily get back to her winning ways in some capacity shortly.
Heath Mandy SA 5.25m (1999: 8.00m)

Last year's winner (13.97secs off 8.0ms) in a confident display of running. Now that the handicap has gone back and that she has turned her thoughts to the heptathlon, she hasn't been in any finals at all. She's had her turn and this year it's someone else's go.

Holloway Kim VIC 7.00m

Has won the rich Rye Women's 120m final 2 seasons ago. Always off a tight handicap but that is because there is a touch of class about her.

King Naomi SA 7.00m

15 year old having her first run at the Bay Sheffield (although she could have been here last year with Little Aths!). Doing well in her times for 100ms with a PB of 12.46secs, making her one of the quickest schoolgirls in the state at present. On the up.

Lehmann Paula SA 6.50m (1999: 7.75m)

Last season's Mort Daly Medallist for Athlete of the Season and was recognised by the AAC as National Female Athlete of the Season for her efforts in 1999/2000 with a string of wins, including the 400m Women's Classic at Camden (56.80secs off 32ms). Made this final last year and was unplaced and would love to make amends this time around. Has won a lot of races so she is starting to move back in the marks but she showed last week at Plympton that it is not affecting her, winning off 6.0ms. Jumps forward half a metre this week and must be confident of doing well.

Lewis Tamsyn VIC 4.50m

Well-known Olympic athlete who is better over more ground but did win over 100ms at Stawell this year (11.70secs off 5.0ms) when the handicapper smiled upon her. Has the class to be competitive here but is likely to be concentrating on either the 550m Women's or 550m Open races.

Mayers Jayne VIC 10.25m

Won the Stawell 400m Women's final last Easter (51.98secs off 34ms). Visited last month to check out the Mort Daly meeting at Camden without too much success but she may be gearing herself up to run well here.

Mouri-Nkeng Anne Marie CAM 3.00m

Cameroon Olympian who is here to train with Tania Van Heer. Fantastic performances with the League so far, including a win over 300ms at Lobethal (38.87secs off 14ms). Has placings over sprint distances to her credit at Lobethal behind Kate Fenech and last week at Plympton behind Paula Lehmann. Jumps up three quarters of a metre which, combined with her class and her excellent form, makes her extremely dangerous. 

Newton Leah SA 8.00m

Burst into prominence last season with consecutive 120m wins at Camden (14.52secs off 8.5ms) and at Barmera (14.61secs off 7.25ms). Has been very quiet this season, suggesting a problem or two. If she could recapture last season's terrific form, she could be up to something of this nature.

Smith Demmin VIC 7.25m

Another in the field to have won the Rye Women's 120m final. Finished 2nd behind Kelly Simpson in this final in 1997 off 7.5ms when the winner was running to her absolute potential. Has posted some quick times, including 14.18secs off 6.5ms during 1998 but we haven't heard too much of late. If in shape, she is a genuine chance.

Turley Claire SA 10.50m (1999: 8.50m)

Improving all the time with Sharon Ward as coach and has been runner up twice in finals this season, over 300ms at Henley behind Kate Fenech and over 70ms at Colley Reserve behind Paula Lehmann. This is hot opposition but she will do her best.

Viney Lynette SA 7.25m (1999: 6.50m)

The winner of this race in 1998 (14.01secs off 10.25ms) when she nailed her unlucky coach Sharon Ruxton. Hasn't been within a bull's roar of them since, but we are waiting for some signs of her obvious talent.

Viney Amanda SA 7.75m (1999: 7.75m)

Good record in this race, finishing 3rd in 1996 (14.03secs off 11.25ms), 5th in 1997 (14.19secs off 8.75ms) and 3rd last year (off 7.75ms). Always difficult to assess her form going into this race because she seems to keep it well hidden. Keep safe.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Apostolou Michelle SA 7.75m (1999: 6.50m)

Borghouts Cherie-Ann VIC 9.75m (1999: 6.75m)

Boult Dianne SA 15.00m (1999: 12.50m)

Burns Joanne SA 11.00m

Camens Anjie SA 8.50m

Dunn Abbey SA 7.00m

Fairweather Alison NSW 11.75m (1999: 10.25m)

Freyer Heidi WA 10.50m

Letcher Rachel SA 15.00m (1999: 14.00m)

Letton Kim SA 8.25m

McNeill Hayley SA 7.75m (1999: 8.00m)

Moore Katie VIC 8.00m

Myatt Lee SA 10.00m

Paparella Karen SA 15.00m (1999: 15.00m)

Pohlner Robyn SA 9.25m (1999: 8.25m)

Ruxton Sharon SA 7.75m (1999: 6.75m)

Starr Michelle SA 13.00m (1999: 12.00m)

Sullivan Emma SA 14.50m (1999: 14.50m)

Wilczynski Melissa SA 8.50m

Woolley Julie SA 7.50m

SA TOURISM
800 METRE OPEN HANDICAP

The Top 30 Chances
Beveridge Mark SA 60m (1999: 52m)

Having a tremendous season, winning the 550m Over 35s final at Colley Reserve a month ago (1min 14.85secs off 26ms) and then the 1000m Frontmarkers' final last week at Plympton (2mins 29.23secs). Has a good mix of speed and stamina and should at least make the final.

Bishop Adam SA 36m

One of the brightest rising stars in South Australia and is under the care of the astute Toby Schreier. Won the only 800m Open of the current season at Flinders (1min 48.92secs off 36ms) and has been successful since over 1000m and 1600m. Don't forget his name.

Bosch Peter VIC 68m (1999: 68m)

Energetic youngster with the Mark Hipworth stable. Won the Under 20s race at this Carnival last year (1min 58.90secs off 44ms) and is sure to have his sights on stepping up to take on the men this year. Each-way chance.

Brennan Neil VIC 30m

Dead-heated in the 550m Open final with Tom Hassell last Easter (1min 8.86secs off 26ms). Also clocked a good time in his Stawell 800m Open heat (1min 50secs off 30ms) and has a PB of 3mins 58secs for 1500ms. That reads pretty well. Keep safe.
Campbell David VIC 48m (1999: 32m)

Originally from Scotland and is training with Mark Hipworth. Probably better over longer distances but with a solid preparation and a lift in his handicap he should be well off here. Won the recent Whittlesea 1600m Open on a synthetic track (4mins 0.82secs off 135ms) so you would think he might have some fans.
Chehade Amin SA 48m (1999: 44m)

AFL boundary umpire who normally races with some real heart. Has "taken them to the cleaners" in winning three Bay Sheffield sashes over three different distances - 550m (1997), 800m (1993) and 1600m (1993). Best efforts of late are over shorter distances, including a 2nd in the Salisbury North 400m Open behind Steve Wilson. Also down for the 550m Open but if he lines up here, he could show a thing or two.

Crowley Nathan VIC 24m (1999: 26m)

Has won a Wangaratta 800m in 1min 49secs off 20ms and has been a finalist at Stawell (finishing 3rd behind Hassell and Brennan last April). There's no doubting he is capable.

Doyle Gerald SA 28m

Trains with Terence Gallagher and is likely to be getting some miles into the legs. Also has a sprint to boot as evidenced by his Camden Classic final appearance a couple of years ago. Ran 4th in the 1600m Novice final behind Dale Engler last week and this is an enormous leap. Not in the top 10 but you can't write him off totally.

Dunshea Brant VIC 60m (1999: 56m)

Quick time posted back in the 1997 Stawell 800m Open (1min 49secs off 52ms) and that would bring him well and truly into calculation for this. Comes in well.

England Ryan SA 64m (1999: 62m)

Has broken his novice status in recent times, winning the Camden 800m Novice last February (1min 54.5secs off 64ms) and the Salisbury North 400m Novice two weeks ago (48.01secs off 46ms). A dark horse in this and tomorrow's 550m.

Garreffa Steven SA 36m (1999: 34m)

Runner up in this final in 1997 and 1998 before running a suicidal heat last year to not even make the final field. Has had a change of coaches since but hasn't got near to what he is capable of. Best effort this season was a 3rd placing in the memorable 1000m final at Camden in November but that was about 50 metres behind Michael Hane and Jonathan Creasey. Needs blinkers but can be there if he puts his mind to it.

Griffin Matthew VIC 42m (1999: 46m)

Runner up in the Port Pirie 800m Novice final a year ago behind Mark Thomson and was again in the 2nd position behind Matthew McDonough in the 2000 Stawell Herb Hedemann 1600m final. Those are great form lines and with some tough work set by coach Mark Hipworth, he should be confident of making the final.

Haigh David VIC 36m (1999: 46m)

Last year's 550m Open winner (1min 9.80secs off 42ms) and was a close up 3rd behind Nik Howarth and Darren Wilson in the 800m Open final the day before. Comes back a little this time in but that shouldn't bother him. Go well.

Hallam Matthew VIC 26m (1999: 26m)

Winner of this race in 1997 (1min 50.60secs off 42ms) and has a PB of 1min 51secs for 800ms. Loves coming here most years and it would a surprise for him not to be around the mark.

Hane Michael SA 16m (1999: 12m)

SA's premier middle distance runner who looks to be in fantastic shape. Provided a memorable moment in the League's current season when he staged an almighty battle with Jonathan Creasey in the 1000m Open final at Camden in November and emerged victorious (2mins 25.39secs off 30ms). Has been a placegetter in this race before in 1996 and 1997 and, despite the backmark, he is up to doing what Nik Howarth did last year. Also entered for the 1600m Selected on Day 2.

Harrison Brad SA 42m

Still a novice which doesn't help coming into a race like this but shows enough talent to be mentioned. Usually around the mark and showed in the Salisbury North 400m Novice final (2nd behind Ryan England in a quick time) that he is going OK. Expect him to pick up a race before too long but it probably won't be this one.

Hassell Tom SA 28m (1999: 32m)
Has a sensational record and is exciting to watch at his best. Won the 400m Camden Classic back in 1994 and has 2 Stawell sashes on his wall at home (400m in 1997 and 550m in 2000). Has been a runner up in the 550m Open at this Carnival but is yet to have a Bay Sheffield victory on his list of achievements. Seeing that he is keen to concentrate on the 800m event and he ran 2nd last week at Plympton behind Adam Bishop in the 1000m Backmarkers' final, this year he could make this his own. The testing material.
Hipworth Mark VIC 46m (1999: 46m)

An absolute legend in the sport of pro running and always supports the Bay Sheffield Carnival. His list of wins would fill up this entire form guide but let's just say he has won over every distance except the Gift at the Stawell Gift Carnival over the years. Eligible for Over 35s races and has entered a few events, so it depends what his training is concentrating on and which race he thinks he has the best handicap in. Never overlook him.

Jackson Paul SA 46m (1999: 44m)

Has made a couple of Bay Sheffield 800m Open finals but hasn't been sighted too much of late. Go and ask Toby Schreier what his training has been like before you consider laying a bet on him.

McMeel Carl VIC 50m

Won the 2000 Stawell 1600m Novice (4mins 0secs off 130ms). Has only nominated for this race over the 2 days and could be putting all his eggs in one basket.

McDonough Matthew VIC 34m

Winner of the AAC's Athlete of the Season in 1998/99 after a string of wins on the Victorian scene. Last April he took out the prestigious Herb Hedemann 1600m final at the Stawell Gift meeting (3mins 59.44secs off 55ms). Had some success last year when he ran 3rd in the big Selected mile behind Shane Thiele and is also entered for that event tomorrow. He may have a go at this because he didn't enter it last year.
Mesley Bruce VIC 82m

Can go speedily with those short strides of his and is a gutsy performer. Also down to run in the 550m Open, 550m Over 35s, 1600m Over 35s and 1600m Frontmarkers' events, so he has just about spent more on nominations than it would have been to travel here. If in any sort of shape, he will keep the backmarkers honest.

Sandison Ashley SA 68m (1999: 64m)

In a race that is difficult to assess because of a lack of 800m Open races in the season so far, he has to be included as a real threat. Was 2nd behind Adam Bishop at Flinders in October and has been placing over longer distances in recent weeks. Forward showing likely.

Schache Anthony VIC 68m (1999: 68m)

Won the Keilor 800m Open in 1998 (1min 51secs off 74ms) and was 5th in the Stawell 800m final that year (1min 48secs off 68ms). Apparently is back here to help celebrate his first year wedding anniversary but if other things don't exhaust him too much, he should figure prominently.

Thiele Shane SA 38m (1999: 38m)

Last year's 1600m Selected winner (4mins 6.30secs off 75ms) who has also won at Stawell. Made this final last year (unplaced) but recent starts have been nothing to boast about. Tough assignment but at his best he could repeat last year's effort.

Thomson Mark SA 52m (1999: 52m)

Runner up in last year's 550m Open final behind David Haigh after making this final the day before. Doesn't appear to be going quite as well this time around, although did run particularly well in the 800m Open final at Flinders when 3rd behind Adam Bishop. Worth thought in multiples. 

Thomson Glenn SA 60m (1999: 58m)

In 1997 he did exactly what his brother did last year by making this final and then backed up the next day to finish 2nd in the 550m final. At his best you could see him playing a role but has just about forgotten what it is like to be up on the dais in recent times. Needs to pull something from his bag of tricks.

Wilson Darren SA 40m (1999: 44m)

AFL boundary umpire who has officiated in the last 3 AFL Grand Finals and also enjoys his running in summer. Ran a terrific final in this race last year but was runner up because he bumped into a smart one (Nik Howarth who made a controversial passage into the Sydney Olympics). Looks in similar shape again, winning the 1600m Open at this track earlier this month (4mins 6.27secs off 105ms). He may save himself for his first attempt at the Selected 1600m final on tomorrow's card but if he chooses to run this, he has strong claims.

Wilson Tony SA 60m (1999: 60m)

Has been competing for an eternity, always promising to win a race and finally did so in the Lobethal 800m Novice final a month ago (1min 57.48secs off 60ms). Also ran well to finish 3rd behind Mark Beveridge in last weekend's Plympton 1000m final. These efforts should give him confidence to tackle this.

Wilson Steven SA 68m (1999: 68m)

Tony's brother who has won a stack of races, the latest being over 400ms at Salisbury North (48.23secs off 48ms). Is extremely hard to get past and you know you've had a race when you've been up against him. Take holding out.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Avon Michael SA 64m (1999: 60m)

Barnett Kym SA 60m (1999: 50m)

Borg Ashley VIC 88m

Braithwaite Luke SA 34m

Bryant Warwick SA 26m (1999: 18m)

Byles Adam NSW 48m

Cederblad Murray SA 44m

Clayton Luke SA 48m

Crawford Ben SA 64m (1999: 52m)

Czaban Luke SA 46m

Didyk Adam SA 52m

Ezard Shane VIC 34m

Fenech Matthew SA 62m (1999: 60m)

Gallagher Terence SA 46m (1999: 46m)

Goodwin Andrew VIC 48m

Hill Paul VIC 48m (1999: 46m)

Johnston Matthew SA 60m (1999: 52m)

Kowal Daniel SA 68m (1999: 66m)

Leigh Simon SA 86m (1999: 72m)

Liddicoat Brendan VIC 78m (1999: 70m)

McDonald Greg SA 48m

McDonough Peter VIC 60m

McKerrow Cartha VIC 62m (1999: 50m)

Meade Anthony SA 68m (1999: 64m)

Millard Dale SA 46m

Newton Craig SA 44m

ROBERTS Anthony VIC 80m (1999: 80m)
Rowston Colin SA 74m (1999: 78m)

Stanley Warren SA 60m

Symons Tony SA 64m

Welsh Richard NSW 54m

Werner Jaime VIC 48m

Williams Richard SA 96m (1999: 94m)

Wray Jeffrey SA 42m (1999: 42m)

MORT DALY RUNNING FOUNDATION
550 METRE WOMEN'S HANDICAP

(New event this year)

The Top 20 Chances

Burr Alex SA 56m

Runs with John LeRay and has tasted some success this year, winning the 300m Women's final at Sacred Heart in March (40.27secs off 30ms) and has made some sprint finals this season. Whether she has done the work required for this race is doubtful but could loom up at some stage during the run.

Chehade Jackie SA 48m

As tenacious a runner as you could look for and makes the best of the talent she has. Having a super season, winning 120m finals at Camden and Colley Reserve and placing over distances between 300m and 550m at Henley, Lobethal, Colley Reserve and Salisbury North. Her effort to finish 2nd behind Lee Myatt at this track and distance earlier this month was a top effort, considering she had just won the 120m Mary Karutz Women's Gift. Will give this a shake.

Cox Sara SA 50m

The Women's Classic winner over 400ms at the 1998 Camden Classic Carnival (54.17secs off 40ms) and is better over longer than this. Getting back into good shape after some injuries worries and was 3rd in last weekend's 1000m Plympton Over35s/Women's final behind Cheryl Zeuner. Comes in well.

Dini Kathy SA 38m

Caught the eye last season with a win in her first ever run with the League (a rare feat). The race was at this track over 400ms (57.12secs off 24ms) which suggests she could be a threat here but there are some stories about some injury hassles which may have hampered her lead up.

Dunn Abbey SA 24m

Young rising local star who is ranked in the top 30 for women's 400m runners in Australia. Has a PB of 55.57secs for 400ms and recently finished 4th in the Under 18 final of the National All Schools Championships. The extra 150ms of this race will hurt but she is one to definitely keep under notice.

Fearnley Anne VIC 32m

Versatile athlete who shared the Frank McHugh trophy last year for most consistent athlete of the Bay Sheffield meet after winning the 70m Women's final on Day 1 and then finishing 2nd in the Women's 120m on Day 2. Only three years ago she was 2nd in the 800m final behind Kirsty Miller which is a sign that she has the necessary speed and stamina for an event such as this. Gifted.

Fenech Kate SA 50m

The form women's runner of the League at present, winning the inaugural Lobethal Ladies Gift over 100ms (11.81secs off 9.75ms) and then the inaugural Salisbury North Women's 120m final. Seeing that this is also an inaugural race, there must be a lucky omen there for her chances. Was one of only 2 women to make it through to the Invitation 400m races at the cricket last week, so she certainly has had a fantastic lead up. Big chance.

Fox Carolyn VIC 38m

One of a few women to win a Stawell 400m in this field. She did so back in 1998 (54.44secs off 24ms) and appears to be well off for this. Can be in it if she is fair dinkum.

Gibson Tammy VIC 50m

Made a 800m final at this Carnival back in 1996 and went on in the following months to pick up a couple of races over 400ms at Maryborough and Rye. Has been overseas for a while since so she may be still getting back into shape. If the work has been done, she could show a bit of cheek.

Holloway Kim VIC 30m

Has won a 120m Rye Gift and goes alright over 400ms. This race sorts the women out from the girls, so she would have had to be getting some endurance under her belt. Keep safe.

Kemp Jessica SA 56m

Getting some hard yards in at training with Toby Schreier and has been in finals over 800ms at Lobethal and over 550ms at Colley Reserve. Place preferred but not out of contention.

Lewis Tamsyn VIC SCR

The Australian champion over 800ms who went within a bee's knee of an Olympic final in Sydney. Showed her absolute class when she came off scratch last year to win the 800m Women's final at this meeting (2mins 8.77secs). Enjoyed the experience so much she has returned, much to the delight of her many supporters here in Adelaide. In the meantime, the distance of the event has changed to a 550m race which shouldn't faze her because she certainly has some speed in her repertoire. It would have been a difficult assignment for the handicapper to give everyone a go and it will one of the highlights of the Carnival to see if this great athlete can give the other women as much as 100ms start. We'll hold our breath to find out.

Mayers Jayne VIC 36m

Winner of the 400m Stawell Women's final (51.98secs off 34ms) and she beat home Tasmyn Lewis in that race (when Tasmyn was off scratch). Can go well once again.

McAvaney Christy SA 66m

Chose a bad year to attempt to win the 800m Women's final when she was beaten but certainly not disgraced by Tasmyn Lewis last year. The change of distance to a 550m shouldn't worry her because she has also featured in finals over 400ms. However her recent form hasn't seen her in the same position as last year and she goes into this aiming to simply make the final.

Mouri-Nkeng Anne Marie CAM 34m

Cameroon Olympian in the relay events who is spending time in Adelaide training with Tania Van Heer. Has been running extremely well, with placings in sprints at Lobethal and Plympton and a win over 300ms at Lobethal (38.87secs off 14ms). May not be looking forward to this event, considering she ended up quite ill after the Test Cricket 400m race last week. Probably better off in the 70m and 120m but who's to say she can't challenge.

Myatt Lee SA 46m

Strong athlete in the mould of Kirsty Miller who won the 1997 Women's final  over 800ms. She has been fantastic over this type of distance this season, being 2nd over 400ms at Camden in November behind Ellen Wiese and then winning the 550ms at this track earlier this month. She will need to go hard to break Tasmyn's heart but if anyone can do it, she can.

Sheppard Sue SA 60m

The 400m winner at Stawell back a few years ago (51.75secs off 44ms) and also won over 800ms at this Carnival (1995, 2mins 12.26secs off 56ms). Work has taken over as a top priority in recent times but she has just started to get back on track, winning the recent Salisbury North 400m Women's final (58.85secs off 38ms). Has been an avid supporter of the change to a 550m race and will be desperately wanting to make the final.

Turley Claire SA 56m

One of Sharon Ward's crew who has really improved this season. Was 2nd over 300ms at Henley behind Kate Fenech in October and was 2nd behind Paula Lehmann over 70ms at Colley Reserve earlier this month. Didn't look too comfortable in her 550m heat on the same day as her 70m placing. Isn't too far away from a win but this distance may test.

Wiese Ellen SA 42m

Has a win under her belt over 400ms at Camden in November (58.56secs off 22ms) and then performed well behind Lee Myatt in the 550m final at this track earlier this month. Definite hope.

Zeuner Cheryl SA 100m

The frontmarker of the race who should make it a real spectacle if both her and Tasmyn Lewis make the final. Battles on gamely and never gives up despite her lack of zip. Is the frontmarker for a reason but should be admired for her tenacity. Won last weekend at Plympton in the 1000m Over 35s/Women's final (2mins 44.15secs off 215ms) so she is running near her best. Will lead them up for a long way.
OTHER RUNNERS:
Baddington Kyla SA 50m

Borghouts Cherie-Ann VIC 50m

Buckley Lucy SA 58m

Hore Amanda SA 64m

Kerley Ashleigh SA 48m

McCullough Melinda SA 50m

Searle Deborah SA 60m

HUNGRY JACKS

120 METRE 114th BAY SHEFFIELD

Full Form Guide
Amato Damian QLD 9.25m (1999: 8.50m)

Former SA Athletic League Athlete of the Year who is in the middle of studying medicine in Queensland. Made a Bay Sheffield final in 1997 (4th off 8.0ms) but rumour has it he has spent more time on the beaches than on the track in recent times. Passing.

Arkit Ashley SA 8.75m (1999: 8.50m)

According to an article in last week's Messenger, he puts down his recent form "to discipline, hard work and respect for the coach". Considering he is yet to place in any race this season, he may need to start doing a little more of all three. Was runner-up in the 120m Restricted at the Bay Sheffield last year so he can be a threat in that race on Day 1 again. Will have trouble holding them off in this however.

Baker Tom SA 6.25m (1999: 6.50m)

Tremendous performance last year to be the lone South Australian representative in the Bay Sheffield final, winding up 5th. Ran in the final the year before and finished in the same position. Was a winner of previous sprints before that, including the 1999 Bill Ross Memorial Gift (12.71secs off 6.0ms). Has been totally out of sorts since last year's Bay run and we are waiting for a sign that he is getting back to what he is capable of. Unlikely to make it 3 finals in a row.

Battista Jeff SA 11.00m (1999: 9.75m)

Veteran runner who has only entered for this race. Won the 1997 Bay Sheffield Over 35s 120m final (13.46secs off 5.75ms) and has proved since he still has some speed in those legs of his. Has the limit and will take a long time to catch but is having to cope with some classy backmarkers.

Beames Peter VIC 9.00m (1999: 8.50m)

The 1999 Bill Howard Restricted winner over 100ms (10.47secs off 6.0ms) who hasn't really set the world on fire since but can be a nuisance if he has trained specifically for this.

Beaton Warren NT 9.75m

Was a winner of the Tennant Creek 100ms race in early August (12.20secs) but the step up to a Bay Sheffield is like a horse going from Gundagai to Flemington. Well beaten in Plympton Gift heat and is simply here for the experience.

Beck Andrew SA 10.50m (1999: 9.75m)

Local novice trained by Steve Butler who is also running in the Under 20s 120m on Day 1. Will be hoping everyone in his heat breaks and then does a hammy on their way down the track. Looking elsewhere.

Blair Tim NSW 9.25m

Youngster who has a PB of 11.10secs for 100ms. Ran 12.60secs off 8.25ms in his 2000 Stawell Gift heat. Has told the handicapper he is here simply for a holiday which is the oldest story in the book. However unless he improves significantly, he may actually be telling the truth.

Borghouts Peter VIC 7.25m

Best form is over the 400m distance but 400m runners can often make good 120m sprinters. Won the recent 70m Open final at Bacchus Marsh on Melbourne Cup day (7.86secs off 3.75ms). Also entered for the 70m and 550m Open races which are probably better options. May surprise.

Brown Craig VIC 8.00m (1999: 10.50m)

Has had a dream run at the last 2 Bay Sheffield Carnivals, winning the Under 18 final in 1998 (12.81secs off 10.0ms) and the 120m Restricted final in 1999 (12.23secs off 10.5ms). Made it all the way through to the Bay Sheffield final last year (4th) and was awarded the Frank McHugh Trophy (tied with Anne Fearnley) for most consistent performances over the Carnival. The handicapper is starting to catch up with him but with his ability and Jim Bradley's guidance he could still play a role in this year's big race. 

Burckhardt Leon SA 9.00m (1999: 8.75m)

Consistent performer who once again has been in good touch this season, with a number of appearances in Gift finals. Is perhaps shaping as more of a threat in 400m events but can still do well in this. Will be hoping to at least get through the semis and anything can happen from there.

Burnett Paul VIC 9.00m (1999: 8.75m)

Has been around a while and there are no major Gift wins to report. Clocked 12.62secs off 9.0ms for his Stawell Gift heat run and has PBs of 11.46secs for 100ms and 22.80secs for 200ms. Hard to see featuring to any great extent.

Burns Matthew SA 8.75m

Learning the ropes with Sharon Ward and also trains with his wife Joanne who is a state netballer. Using this to keep fit for his other sport (baseball) but should get the "three strikes" signal after his heat.

Butt Robert NSW 8.00m

Unlucky to bump into eventual winner Jarrem Pearce in his 2000 Stawell Gift heat when he ran 12.64secs off 8.25ms. Ran 12.10secs off 10.0ms at Queanbeyan in October (hand-timed). Doesn't appear as a major player but in this game you can never tell.

Callaghan Brett VIC 6.00m (1999: 5.50m)

Former 400m national title holder who represented Australia back in the 1994 Commonwealth Games and won a Maryborough Gift back in 1992 (12.73secs off 5.5ms). Hasn't won too much of late but did clock a slick 12.27secs off 5.5ms at Stawell in 1999. Still capable but it will depend if he has done the work. Always thereabouts.

Calleja Robin NSW 5.50m (1999: 5.50m)

Runner up in the Bay Sheffield 70m Open in 1998 (7.64secs off 3.0ms) and last year he made this final off the same mark he has landed here. A ball of muscle who can pull some punches.

Camilleri Andrew SA 11.00m (1999: 11.00m)

Goes out like a cut snake in everything he runs in and has tasted some success this season, winning the 300m Open at Henley (32.92secs off 34ms) and was 2nd last week in the Plympton 400m final behind Jason Neve. Hasn't been able to match it with the big boys in the 120ms however and he will be simply aiming to pass as many flower pots as he can before they get him.

Campagna Adrian VIC 10.75m

Won the 1999 Rye Gift and also took out the 70m Open on the same day. Also has a Wangaratta Gift under his belt so he was born with quite a few fast twitch fibres. Had been coached by Jim Bradley but he is now with Paul White. Maybe.

Campbell Ken VIC 6.25m

Originates from Scotland and won that country's richest and most famous footrace, the Powderhall Gift, back in 1996. Currently training under Barry McLeod alongside the likes of Steve Brimacombe and Jason Richardson. Keep an eye out for moves in the betting ring.

Capobianco Dean NSW 3.00m

The 1990 Stawell Gift (12.29secs off 2.5ms) and Bay Sheffield (12.26secs off 1.5ms) champion. Not in the same condition these days and word is he won't be coming due to commitments with a new job.

Cara John VIC 10.25m

Has been running for a number of years and ran 3rd in his Stawell Gift heat (12.69secs off 9.25ms). Did win a 120m race (not the Gift) at the Keilor Gift meeting but has done little since. Taking on the big guns here and would need to improve significantly.

Chandler Andrew SA 9.00m (1999: 8.25m)

Winner of 2 Port Pirie Gifts in the same years he was also a Bay Sheffield finalist (1994 and 1997). A little off the pace over the 120ms since and it doesn't shape as being his turn in 2000, although his handicap is starting to creep out.

Clarke James VIC 5.75m (1999: 5.00m)

Came over with big wraps last year and didn't fire a shot due to a reported back injury. Winner of the 1999 Keilor Gift off 5.5ms and if he could get to that form he would be a likely finalist. Prefer to see.

Cleland James SA 8.50m (1999: 8.25m)

Runner up in the 70m Open last year behind Matthew Newton and his best form is over that journey. Not sighted in recent times and best to assess in 70m Open on Day 1.

Crichton Simon SA 8.50m (1999: 8.25m)

Ended up with a state title last season when lining up against a depleted field. Not much else to talk about, especially with the League in recent years. Has ability but doesn't appear in the right shape to be ready for something of this nature.

Crouch Jarrod NSW 7.50m

Sydney Swans footballer who is here for a holiday and to use the runs as a part of his pre-season training. Has some speed across the football field but will find the going hot against this list of sprinters. Hard to recommend.

Currie David VIC 9.25m (1999: 7.75m)

Competed here last year without much success and has been given a Christmas present from the handicapper this time with his mark. Ran 3rd in his Stawell Gift semi in 12.66secs off 9.0ms. Would have to find something from somewhere but is training with Peter Walsh who did exactly that last year (3rd in last year's final).

Daddow Stuart SA 9.50m

Triple jumper who is training with Steve Butler. In this to experience the big race atmosphere.

Dalton Mark SA 6.25m

SA's number one long jumper who is using the League to help increase his speed. Made finals at Camden in November and Colley Reserve in December off 6.0ms. Has been a credit to himself in his performances so far and can run well enough to at least make the semis.

Davis Jason SA 7.50m (1999: 7.50m)

Strongly built local athlete who will be on display in the heat but not in the semi going on his record to date.

Denehy Greg SA 8.75m

1st year runner with Charles Sheffield who will be looking and learning this year.

Dube Ben ACT 9.50m

Winner of the 1995 Port Pirie Novice final (12.54secs off 9.0ms) but has been injury plagued since. Nowdays living in the ACT and comes home for Christmas. Going on efforts this month, it looks like he can plan to spend a few more hours with the family after the heats.

Dunbar Cam VIC 9.50m (1999: 9.25m)

Son of Ricky Dunbar who in his time won the famous Powderhall Gift in Scotland before coming to Australia and running some super races including a victory in the 1966 Maryborough Gift. Ricky is the current Victorian Handicapper so Cam will enjoy competing in South Australia free of insinuations. His record suggests he may be ready to tackle this race, with 3 wins over 120ms last season in Victoria. Big watch.

Ellix Simon NT 9.75m

25 year old doctor who posted some reasonable times years ago (11.3secs for 100ms in 1996) but it would be a surprise to find him feature to any great extent.

Faulkner Mark SA 8.75m

One of the best local chances in this year's race as coach Charles Sheffield appears to have him fully focused on achieving his obvious potential. Placed in all the Gift finals in October and November and broke a six year drought by winning the Salisbury North Gift stylishly in a commanding performance (12.41secs off 8.75ms). Last week he was an extremely close 2nd behind Shane McKenzie in the Plympton Gift and will be fully worked up to show his best for this. Has his foot on the till.

Flesfadar Daniel SA 11.00m

Amateur footballer whose speed in running with the ball caught the eye of the umpires and was awarded the League's Best And Fairest Award a couple of years ago. Has been under the care of Hal Thomas and hasn't been competitive until last week's stunning 70m Open win at Plympton (7.55secs off 7.5ms). Has the limit and is one of the "smokies" of the field, although the 70m Open on Day 1 may be his best option.

Freeth Matthew TAS 7.50m

Youngster who laid down a time of 11.12secs for 100ms last February at the National titles. Still improving and is one to watch for future reference.

Grace Adrian VIC 8.75m

Won his Stawell Gift heat in 12.49secs off 9.0ms and then ran 3rd in his semi in 12.33secs behind Kip MacFarlane and Daniel Millard. That shows he is not far off being in the hunt but will need to lift a cog or two.

Hames Jagan SA 6.00m (1999: 5.75m)

Winner of the Commonwealth Games Gold Medal for the Decathlon and is an extremely talented athlete. Unfortunately injuries ruined his chances for an Olympic berth but he is back home in SA to prepare for his next challenge. Classy performer who can make an impact. 

Hams Craig SA 10.25m (1999: 11.00m)

The Mort Daly Medallist of 1998/99 and last season's 400m Camden Classic winner (46.71secs off 40ms). Running in the best form of his career, with another couple of victories this season over 70ms and 2nd placings over the Gift distance at Henley, Colley Reserve and Salisbury North. Put in a shocker last weekend in the Plympton Gift final but he can be excused one bad run. Not many will get past him and he should fancy his chances.

Hancock Tyson SA 10.25m (1999: 9.50m)

Nephew of Gary Hancock who was a multiple Bay Sheffield finalist. Scored his first-ever win in the 100m Lobethal Open Gift in November (10.60secs off 8.75ms) which was a reward for sound efforts in recent times. Pulled up sore last week at Plympton and must trial before stewards before competing today. The injury cloud and his relative inexperience would suggest his time is still coming.

Hanna Robert NSW 6.50m

PB of 21.37secs for 200ms last season so that is why the handicapper has kept him safe. If in same shape, he could give this a shake.

Harrison Aaron SA 7.00m

One of the hard luck stories of this race, with a 3rd placing in the 1996 and 1997 finals and one of the closest runners-up you will ever see in the 1998 final off 7.75ms behind Brad Jamieson. Injury plagued these days and his role with the Glenelg Football Club has taken over as top priority. Safe to overlook this year.

Harrison Kane SA 8.50m (1999: 8.25m)

Made the Bay Sheffield final in both 1994 (brokedown) and 1995 (2nd behind Shaun Walker, 12.29secs off 10.25ms). Has struggled to be competitive since (except for a couple of 70m victories) and there have been no signs this season to suggest he is any better chance than his brother.

Hicks Dylan SA 10.25m

Similar form line to stablemate Daniel Flesfader, as he has only come good this month. Still a novice but his 2nd placing in last weekend's Plympton 70m Open final signalled that he now is ready to step up. Whether he is able to seriously contemplate this race is dubious but the future is looking rosy.

Hore Adam SA 9.00m (1999: 8.75m)

Winner of the Under 18 120m final back in 1997 (13.19secs off 4.0ms). Has to be admired for his honest efforts this season which were rewarded with a win in the Mort Daly Gift at Camden in November (12.86secs off 8.5ms). Last week at Plympton he was placed in the 70m Open final so he isn't the worst in the field by a long way. However there is stiff opposition and he would need a lot of luck to get through to the final but a semi final appearance is not out of the question.

Hutton Stephen QLD 6.00m (1999: 6.00m)

The Stawell Gift champ of 1996 (12.16secs off 6.0ms) who would only need to reproduce that run to just about win this. Has been living in Queensland this year and may not have had the preparation required, although he has been spending some time training with 2000 Stawell Gift finalist Kip MacFarlane. Returned with an impressive run in the Salisbury North Gift semi, when a triple dead heat was considered before he missed out. Last week he was an unplaced finalist in the Plympton Gift. Won't be far away.

Johnson Tim SA 6.50m (1999: 6.75m)

Ran 4th in the 1996 final behind Brendan Ramsey (12.39secs off 8.25ms). Desperately unlucky not to make it through to last year's final when he was in tremendous form but happened to bump into Craig Brown in his semi. Has been getting back into top shape lately and wasn't too far away last week in the Plympton Gift final. Goes forward a half metre for this and he is ready to be in the firing line once again.

Killian Brian SA 11.00m

Hasn't been running for a couple of years while he has started a "natural health services" business at the Next Generation Memorial Drive complex. Did run 3rd in the 1995 Port Pirie Gift (12.35secs off 11.0ms) and did well to make the dais in the Salisbury North 70m Open only a couple of weeks ago. Trains with Mark Faulkner and will probably be keen to get his heat over and done with to look after his stablemate who is a genuine Bay Sheffield possibility.

King Evan VIC 6.25m (1999: 5.75m)

Best effort to date was his valiant 2nd placing in the 1997 Stawell Gift (11.99secs off 6.5ms) behind South Australian "smokey" Daniel Millard. Buttered up to make the 1998 Bay Sheffield final off 5.25ms (6th) and only needs to put in the work to be in shape to make it again. Not hopeless.

Kowal Matthew SA 10.25m (1999: 9.75m)

Has made this final back in 1995, ending up 4th behind Shaun Walker (12.48secs off 10.5ms) but has not won a single race since. Wait until he shows something.

Letton Bradley SA 10.25m

Under the guidance of Gary Thompson. Can also run the Under 20 and Restricted 120ms on Day 1 which are more likely to give him some chances of success. Making up the numbers in this but he can tell his mates he has run in the Bay Sheff.

Levy Yaron VIC 10.25m (1999: 8.25m)

Coached by Greg Bisinella in Victoria. His 2000 Stawell Gift run was nothing flash (13.0secs off 9.5ms) so it is likely that this isn't a realistic option for him.

Lewis Justin VIC 6.75m (1999: 5.75m)

Brother of Tasmyn who also has parents who represented Australia in their time. Is the current form runner in the Victorian Athletic League, winning the Broadford 70m Open (7.74secs off 2.5ms) and Whittlesea 70m Open finals. Timed running 10.96secs for 100ms into a headbreeze at the Victorian Zatopek meeting a couple of weeks ago. One of the many Victorians invading our shores in the quest for glory.

Linden Luke VIC 10.50m

Novice runner who would be a bigger smokey than Daniel Millard if he produced something here.

Manning Jarod SA 9.50m

Another of the young runners who have entered for this after competing in the Under 20s and Restricted 120ms on Day 1. Did well to collect the 120m Plympton Under 20s sash last week off 8.5ms, so he is on the up but this is just asking a little too much at this stage.

Mayne Shaun WA 5.25m

Top record, including an appearance in a Burnie Gift final. Also narrowly missed out on the 1992 Bay Sheffield final when he was off 3.75ms and was beaten by Chris Aston. Has been taking care of a number of runners in Western Australia and he has brought a few of them over to check the event out this year. Was 2nd in the Yorke Gift (12.16secs off 6.25ms) behind Craig Waters back in July and is sure to have improved since. Not to be underestimated.

McKenzie Shane SA 5.75m (1999: 5.50m)

Emerged as a potential Bay Sheffield winner early on in his career but was unlucky to bump into 2 champions when runner up in the big race, behind Dean Capobianco in 1990 and behind Steve Brimacombe in 1991 (12.26secs off 5.75ms in 1990 and 12.33secs off 4.0ms in 1991). Went missing for a few years but has returned in the last 2 seasons to show his customary dash. Won the 120m Bay Sheffield Invitation final last year (12.29secs off 5.5ms) and has set himself up one of the favourites for the main race this year with wins this month in the Mary Karutz Gift (12.46secs off 5.75ms) and in the Plympton Gift (12.59secs off 5.75ms). Is still only 27 years old and is a definite chances to get rid of the demons of the past.

McMahon Aaron SA 10.25m (1999: 9.00m)

Youngster with Keith Patching who won the 120m Under 20s race at this Carnival last year (12.90secs off 8.5ms) and followed that up this season with a win in the 70m Novice final at this track a few weeks ago (7.70secs off 6.5ms). Coming through the ranks but it is probably too early for him to make a real impact yet. Also entered for the 120m Restricted on Day 1.

McManus Andrew NSW 2.75m (1999: 5.75m)

The 1999 Bay Sheffield champion who set the track alight with a blistering time (11.86secs off 5.75ms). Then a few weeks later he went to compete in the $50000 Botany Bay Gift and also collected the sash, the cash and everything else that goes with it. On top of a 1992 Stawell Gift win (12.03secs off 7.0ms), it is no wonder the handicapper has made him the backmarker of this year's race. It is terrific to have him back although the new mark and a lack of recent form suggests he won't be a factor this time around. Should enjoy running down the track to bring back memories of his last visit.

McTernan Damien WA 9.25m (1999: 9.25m)

Competed last year here and wasn't a factor over 120ms but did make the final of the 70m Open on Day 1 (unplaced). Will need to improve to go further than he did in 1999.

Millard Daniel SA 8.25m (1999: 7.75m)

The great grandson of the first ever Stawell Gift winner in 1878 who amazingly repeated this feat in 1997 when he beat the handicapper and the other competitors (11.98secs off 10.75ms). Not surprisingly he hasn't won a race since with his mark taking a significant pull. Showed his best form to date when he narrowly missed another appearance in a Stawell Gift final last season when he was beaten by Kip MacFarlane in the semi (12.32secs off 8.75ms). Has run here previously but yet to display the speed he demonstrates at Stawell which is where his heart lies. Coming down from Mount Gambier so he would be hoping to get at least a couple of runs in.

Milligan Shane SA 11.00m (1999: 9.75m)

Novice athlete under Richard Manthey who will be helping to flatten the track out for races later in the day.

Mills Tim VIC 9.25m

Has Barry McLeod as a coach and Peter Walsh as a training partner. No substantial form to report and would need to pull a rabbit out of the hat like Peter Walsh (3rd in the final) did last year to produce the goods.

Mitchell Ryan VIC 7.25m

The namesake of SA's Olympic swimming star who has a PB of 49.59secs for 400ms and 11.0secs for 100ms. Not the slowest.

Morgan Chris WA 9.50m

No wins to date and is coming over with a cluster of other West Australians including the well performed Shaun Mayne. Likely to be getting a taste for it.

Moss Daniel SA 7.50m (1999: 7.25m)

Had a night out at Port Pirie in 1998, winning the 120m and 400m Open finals on the same evening. Went on to run 4th in that year's Bay Sheffield final behind Brad Jamieson. Has changed coaches this year (to Shaun Walker) but is yet to get back to what we know he is capable of. Hasn't had the preparation in recent weeks that would be expected of him.

Muhlhan Andrew VIC 10.25m (1999: 10.00m)

Can run some quick 120m times but is better known over longer distances. Won the 550m Open final in 1998 (1min 7.99secs off 50ms) and is entered for that race again, so it will depend on where his thoughts lie.

Murphy Andrew NSW 4.25m

Australia's top triple jumper who competed in the Sydney Olympics last September. In the years before he made the move to the triple jump he was one of the fastest men in the country. Was an early favourite for the Stawell Gift in 1991 before the Steve Brimacombe backers laid their money down. Ended up running 12.12secs off 4.0ms in the final to finish 4th. Has a PB of 10.46secs for 100ms and if he has trained up for this he will be more than competitive.

Murphy Robert VIC 9.25m

Won the 2000 Stawell Bill Howard 100m Restricted final (10.72secs off 7.5ms) and there have been many winners of this race that have gone on to major Gift wins. May be eyeing this off.

Neve Jason SA 11.00m (1999: 10.75m)

Local sprinter under the care of former Stawell Gift winner Paul Young. Featuring in Open races over 300 to 400 metres (including a win last week in the 400m Open at Plympton) but can't match it yet with the League's strong group of 120m sprinters. Will aim to make every post a winner.

Newton Matthew NSW 8.50m (1999: 8.75m)

Last year's 70m Open winner at this Carnival (7.59secs off 6.25ms). Recently tuned up for this with a placing in the Bowral 120m Open final - the same race that Andrew McManus gained a placing in before he came to town last year. High hopes.

Nissen Anthony SA 7.50m (1999: 7.25m)

Hasn't won a race for about as long as Mark Faulkner had before he won the Salisbury North Gift. Whereas Faulkner has bounced back, he is yet to show what he can do. Looks tested.

Nobbs Paul SA 10.25m (1999: 10.00m)

Youngster with Keith Aiston who has a sister who plays basketball with Quit Lightning. Won't show lightning speed compared to the opposition in this but has been steadily improving. Also entered for the 70m Open, 120m Restricted and 550m Open races which will be the focus of his attention.

Noble Jason SA 11.00m (1999: 10.75m)

Has been running for a number of years with Bob Gray and can go OK. Was on the dais recently in the 70m Open at Salisbury North behind Shaun Walker but will be looking elsewhere.

Noblet James SA 8.75m (1999: 8.25m)

Has been a Bay Sheffield finalist in 1996 (12.44secs off 7.0ms) and also won over 200ms at Stawell in 1996 (19.98secs off 11.0ms). Yet to place in any race this season but did make the Salisbury North Gift final a couple of weeks ago. His chances will be better than his haircut and would be pleased to make the semis.

Obst Damian SA 10.25m (1999: 9.75m)

Norwood League footballer who shows some dash down the wing during the winter. His biggest win to date was over 400ms in the 1998 Camden Classic (45.50secs off 36ms) and was runner up the next year. Has tasted some success over the 120m journey, winning a 120m Novice race at the beginning of 1999 (12.95secs off 9.0ms) and wasn't too far away in a Bay Sheffield semi a couple of years ago. Has been struggling to mix his training commitments with Norwood this pre-season under Neville "Rocky" Roberts and with what would be required on the running track for a crack at this. It would be a surprise to see him feature.

O'Connor Anthony SA 7.75m (1999: 7.75m)

Broke down at this Carnival last year and interestingly he hasn't competed in a 70m race since which is an indication he has pulled up lame. Has undoubted ability as witnessed by his win at Sacred Heart in the 100m Open final 2 years ago (10.48secs off 6.75ms). Was one of the gun runners going into last year's event but won't be this year as he hasn't been in any Gift finals of late. Later.

O'Neil Gavin VIC 7.50m

24 year old from Victoria who keeps entering races and then scratches. which suggests he is either very generous with his money or injury plagued. Coached by Warren Bradley. Last fronted at the Parade meeting in February earlier this year when he ran 12.95secs off 6.75ms. One of the outsiders of the field (with Hal Thomas).

Ormrod Mark SA 6.50m (1999: 7.00m)

One of the most promising juniors around the place who represented Australia at the World Junior Championships in Chile recently. His best distance is over 400ms (of which he made a Stawell final) but has shown in Under 20 races he can fly (Camden November 1999, 1st, 13.06secs off 2.0ms). Unfortunately broke down recently at the Mile End Santos Stadium and will struggle to get to the starting line.

Palmer David SA 10.75m (1999: 10.75m)

Won the 120m Restricted at this Carnival 2 years ago (12.54secs off 10.25ms) and followed it up with a win in the Flagstaff Hill Pioneer Open Gift (12.44secs off 10.25ms). Has been competing of late but is not going well enough to do anything of note here, with his only placing being a 3rd in the 70m Open at Flinders behind Craig Hams. No.

Pasquali Walter VIC 7.75m (1999: 7.25m)

Has achieved a lot in his years with the sport, including making finals at Stawell and the Bay Sheffield. Wins include the 1995 Wangaratta Gift (12.21secs off 5.25ms) and the 1995 Rye Gift (12.17secs off 6.0ms). With that sort of record, you would expect him to be there when it matters but he has been awfully quiet in previous times. Take on trust.

Pearce Jareem VIC 5.75m

This year, as a 16 year old, he became the youngest ever winner of the famous Stawell Gift (12.01secs off 8.0ms) and is here to attempt to repeat the efforts of Dean Capobianco and Steve Brimacombe who both collected the rare Stawell-Bay Sheffield double in 1990 and 1991. Recently visited Adelaide to compete in the All Schools Championships and took out the 100m title at the meet with impressive times in his semi and final (10.66secs wind-assisted and 10.78secs legally). Still a baby and looks to be improving all the time. Despite taking a handicap penalty from his Stawell Gift win, he is right in this.

Pym Andrew NSW 7.75m (1999: 7.25m)

Famous for making a Stawell 70m final and driving home before finding out on the mobile phone that he had snuck into the field (and was consequently scratched). Has run under 11.0secs for 100ms but was off the boil in the Stawell Gift last Easter when he clocked 13.14secs off 7.25ms. Can go better than that but this is the third time he has been here and he would need to jump up a gear or two to make it past the heats.

Quinn Jason VIC 11.00m (1999: 10.00m)

Has won some minor races in Victoria but has done nothing of late. Whatever his odds are, you should ask for more.

Ramsey Brendan SA 6.75m (1999: 6.50m)

The 1996 Bay Sheffield champion (12.28secs off 8.75ms) who hails from Paskerville in country SA. Won that race as the outsider of the field and could not have run any better. Showed that it was no fluke when he managed a 3rd placing in 1998 behind Brad Jamieson off 7.0ms. This year is a different story as he has been struggling to make Gift finals. Loves this track but it is likely he will be running on memories until next year.

Rogers Darren WA 9.50m (1999: 9.25m)

Young fella making the big trip from WA for the second year in a row so he obviously liked what he saw. Best win was a Swan-Lee Gift in 1999 (12.4secs off 14ms) but that time doesn't correspond too well with what they will do here. Better off on Day 1 in the 120m Under 20s race. 

Sheehy Keith SA 7.25m (1999: 7.00m)

This boy can run. Burst onto the scene last year in winning his first ever race over 70ms at Henley (7.71secs off 4.5ms). Was the winner of an Under 20s 120m at Camden only a few weeks ago (13.60secs off 2.5ms) and was 4th in the 400m race at the recent All Schools Championships. You would like him to be featuring in Open Gift finals before seriously thinking about this but he can perform admirably nevertheless. A future star.

Sheffield Richard SA 11.00m

Local runner off the limit who will only take home one thing from the Bay Sheffield - it's last name. Running for the enjoyment of it.

Sheldrick Kelly VIC 9.25m

Trains under Barry McLeod alongside a strong batch of sprinters. Won a Bendigo 10000 in 1999 (over 100ms, 10.35secs off 6.5ms). It would be no shock to see him pull a rabbit out of the bag.

Sketcher Vaughan VIC 9.25m (1999: 8.75m)

Is a Stawell Gift finalist (1999, 6th, 12.19secs off 10.0ms) and has won races at the famous meeting (70m Open and 100m Bill Howard Restriced finals of 1998). Made the Bendigo 10000 final last March (unplaced). Can go quickly but it will depend whether he is up for this time of the season.

Smee Brendan NSW 7.50m

Won a Macclesfield Novice 120m recently but this is an enormous step up in class. Only entered for this race and is worth keeping an eye on for future reference.

Smith Ross NSW 3.00m (1999: 4.25m)

Last year's runner up behind Andrew McManus who also gained a 2nd placing in the Stawell Gift of that year behind Rod Matthews (12.0secs off 4.5ms). Both runs were full of merit considering the winners had handicaps that made them more than competitive. Is back a little this year but is too good a runner to dismiss. One for the trifectas.

Taurima Jai QLD 6.00m

The colourful Olympic silver medallist in the long jump who has been talking up his chances of converting some of his talent in that event into success in this historic race. There are not too many running times to report although he has apparently broken 21secs for 200ms which is flying. Is getting ready for the World Indoor Championships so it is likely he has been getting some training in between visiting the nightclubs he so enjoys. A recent car mishap would have done him no good but it hasn't been enough to put him off competing. The crowd would love to see "Jumping Jai" strutt his stuff three times on Bay Sheffield Day but there are a few question marks that sit above his head. An unknown factor.

Telfer Ken ACT 11.00m (1999: 10.50m)

Still eligible for the Restricted on Day 1 and has been here previously without success. Assess his efforts the day before.

Thomas Hal SA 11.00m
Colourful veteran who has paid his nomination for this race for 4 possible reasons: (1) As a donation to the League, (2) To read his write up in the form guide, (3) So people say "Look there goes the 1973 Bay Sheffield Winner", (4) All of the above. Whatever is the case, he will get value for his money.
Tippins Duncan SA 7.50m (1999: 7.75m)

Strongly built athlete who has tasted success in beach sprinting before concentrating on his career with the League. This season he has been on fire, with wins at Henley over 120ms (12.48secs off 7.5ms), at Flinders over 200ms (20.50secs off 13ms) and last week in a 400m race at the Test Cricket. Yet to make a Bay Sheffield final but this is his best chance.

Varcoe Ramon NSW 5.25m

Former South Australian who made the Bay Sheffield final back in 1994 off 4.75ms but spoilt his chances by breaking and being penalised the normal metre. Has run 10.51secs for 100ms which is good going but it's always tough starting from where he is. Could produce the goods.

Varcoe Bill SA 8.00m (1999: 7.75m)

Brother of Ramon who has won a number of races with the League, including the 1998 Sacred Heart 100m final (10.38secs off 6.75ms) and Bill Ross Memorial over 120ms (12.80secs off 7.25ms). Yet to put his name in the record books this season, having scratched from the Salisbury North and Plympton meetings. Needs to get back on track.

Vicino David VIC 10.25m (1999: 10.75m)

Honest goer who won a couple of 70m Open races at Maryborough and Wangaratta last season and was in a 70m Open final in Victoria recently which indicates he is in reasonable nick. May have trouble holding them off however.

Walker Shaun SA 8.75m (1999: 8.75m)

Runner up in the 1994 Bay Sheffield final behind Mark Ladbrook (12.17secs off 10.5ms) and made up for it a year later in the 1995 final (1st, 12.22secs off 9.5ms). Was all set for another tilt at it last year with good lead up form but contracted chicken pox in the week before Christmas. Once again he is in the firing line, with good performances in recent weeks. Was 3rd in last weekend's Plympton Gift behind Shane McKenzie and goes forward another quarter of a metre this week. Has to be in the top 3 or 4 South Australian hopes.

Waters Craig WA 7.75m

Under the care of Shaun Mayne and has something to show for his efforts, winning the Yorke Gift in July of this year (11.7secs hand-timed off 11.75ms). Has a PB of 11.2secs for 100ms and 22.48secs for 200ms. Worth following.

White Shannon VIC 9.25m (1999: 9.00m)

Winner of the rich Ballarat Gift in 1997 (12.33secs off 8.25ms). As with all Victorians, it is difficult to know if they are trained up for this being so early on in their season and the word is he has looked pretty ordinary so far in VAL competitions. There are too many "ifs" for him to be considered a real option.

Whittaker Darren VIC 11.00m (1999: 11.00m)

Has some pace but is yet to capitalise on his limit mark in the Bay Sheffield. Won the 100m Bill Howard and 70m Open finals at the 1997 Stawell Gift Carnival but hasn't won any major Gifts since then. Will need to visualise that he is like the rabbit at the greyhounds.

Willis Adam VIC 10.50m

25 year old self-trained runner who didn't compete too often with the VAL last season. Going on the times he did put down, he will need more than help from the handicapper to be competitive in this. Is running in the 120m Restricted on Day 1 so assess him in that.

Yorke Cameron WA 7.75m

Another of the group from WA coming across with Shaun Mayne whose form is difficult to assess. Won a race at Subiaco Oval named the "Dockers Gift", presumably at an AFL Game. Wait and see.

MUTUAL COMMUNITY

550 METRE OPEN HANDICAP

The Top 25 Chances

Beveridge Mark SA 50m

Eligible for Over 35 events but will be a definite chance in this. Won the Over 35s 550m final at this track earlier this month (1min 14.85secs off 26ms) and continued the fine form into last weekend's Plympton 1000m Frontmarkers final (2mins 29.23secs off 72ms). Keep him in your calculations.

Brennan Neil VIC 28m

Dead heated with the classy Tom Hassell in the 550m Open at the Stawell Easter Gift last Easter (1min 8.86secs off 26ms). Exactly the same gap between him and Hassell which should be intriguing if they both make the final. In there with a sniff.

Burckhardt Chris SA 44m (1999: 44m)

Was 4th in this final last year. Recent form indicates he may have improved further, winning over 400ms at Camden in November (48.25secs off 36ms). Then was super impressive in winning the Hungry Jacks 550m Open final earlier this month at this track and this race is normally an excellent form guide for this event. Injured himself the following week at Salisbury North and will have to undergo a trial in front of stewards before competing today. The injury would have done his preparation no good at all but if he can reproduce his effort earlier this month he will be incredibly hard to beat.

Chehade Amin SA 34m (1999: 32m)

Winner of this race in 1997 (1min 10.40secs off 34ms) and is usually a chance to make a final of this nature. Has been knocking on the door of late with a 2nd placing in the 400m final at Salisbury North behind Steve Wilson and also reached the final of the 400m Test Cricket series. Always a threat.

Crowley Nathan VIC 30m (1999: 30m)

3rd behind Hassell and Brennan in the super 550m Open final last Easter at Stawell (1min 9.46secs off 20ms). Last year he ran in a quick heat of this event and finished 3rd behind Garreffa and Smith. Comes here with an advantage in the marks compared to the other Stawell finalists and only needs to be in shape to be a massive danger. Yes.

Doyle Gerald SA 32m (1999: 32m)

Camden Classic finalist in 1999 over 400ms and there have been some wraps on him. He hasn't been sighted of late until last week at Plympton when he was 4nd in the 1600m Novice final off the backmark. Can go OK but it is doubtful whether he has had the preparation for this.

Dunshea Brant VIC 46m (1999: 44m)

Another of the 2000 Stawell 550m Open finalists to enter this race. Was 5th in the final behind some smart types (1min 11.09secs off 46ms) and should be in the mix.

England Ryan SA 48m (1999: 48m)

Copped a battering in the Hungry Jacks 550m Open final earlier this month on the first turn. By the time he got to feet, he was living up to his nickname of "Dizzy". Previous efforts sound, including a 3rd in the 550m Novice final at Camden behind Geoff Troiano and a win in the 400m Novice final at Salisbury North in a time that was quicker than the Open 400m final that day. Has the ability to sneak into the final and, if he does, expect a big celebration as he crosses the line.

Ezard Shane VIC 28m
Winner of the 1999 Stawell backmarkers' 400m final (44.86secs off 30ms). Anyone who can do that would be a threat here but once again the question remains, has he done the work? Watch for market moves.

Garreffa Steven SA 34m (1999: 34m)

3rd in this final last year behind David Haigh and is a quality local athlete. Has a new coach this year and is yet to display his true ability, with a distant 3rd in the Camden 1000m final behind Michael Hane and Jonathan Creasey being his best performance to date this year. Needs to pull a trick or two out of his bag but if he can repeat last year's effort, he would be in the hunt.

Haigh David VIC 36m (1999: 42m)

Last year's winner with a well timed run (1min 9.80secs off 42ms). Has also shown ability over 800ms, with a 3rd at this Carnival last year. Training with Mark Hipworth and loves the game. Can still be very competitive despite taking the obligatory pull in his handicap.

Hallam Matthew VIC 28m

Winner of the 1997 Bay Sheffield 800m Open final (1min 50.60secs off 42ms) and 800m runners have always tended to perform well over 550ms. Also entered for the 1600m Selected Backmarkers final so it will depend on what he set his sights on. If he chooses to line up here, the dogs could be barking.

Harrison Brad SA 40m (1999: 38m)

"The Big Red" who always is around the mark but is yet to crack his novice status. Good recent form, including a close 2nd behind Ryan England in the 400m Novice final at Salisbury North in a time that bettered the Open 400m that day. Wait before he wins a novice race before contemplating this but he should be in the firing line at some stage.

Hassell Tom SA 20m (1999: 24m)

Highly respected athlete who has run placings in this race in 1996 and 1998. Back from his mark last year for good reason - he dead-heated the 550m Open final at Stawell last Easter off 18ms in 1min 8.86secs. Has been working on his endurance to run a good 800ms so that should also stand him in good stead for this event. Last week he was a gallant 2nd in the 1000m Backmarkers final at Plympton behind Adam Bishop which was a good sign that things are on track. Also down to compete in the 800m Open on Day 1 so it will depend how he backs up but watch for him to storm home. One of the major players.

Hipworth Mark VIC 44m (1999: 44m)

Victorian legend who has won over every distance at the Stawell Gift Carnival except for the 120m race. Hasn't featured over this distance at this Carnival in recent years but did well at Stawell, finishing 4th in the final in 1min 9.95secs. You can never underestimate him but, as he has entered for just about everything, it will depend on what he is aiming at.

Lewis Tamsyn VIC 56m

Sydney Olympian who represented Australia in the 800m Women's heats and narrowly missed making it through to the final. Came here last year and won the 800m Women's final off scratch in a scintillating performance (2mins 8.77secs around the tight circuit). Will need to choose between this and the women's races over 120ms and 550ms. If she lines up, she has the handicap to be competitive and will give the boys a run for their money.

MacLennan Dean VIC 46m (1999: 38m)

Recently had his first-ever win in the 300m Novice off 22ms in 33.84secs at the Victorian Whittlesea meeting. Could be on the up.

Mesley Bruce VIC 72m (1999: 70m)

Veteran frontmarker who goes as quickly as last week's pay. Only nabbed on the line in the 1996 and 1997 heats of this race by the talented David Smith and, although he isn't getting any younger, is still capable of keeping the backmarkers very honest.

Muhlhan Andrew VIC 42m (1999: 42m)

Won this race in 1998 in a super quick time (1min 7.99secs off 50ms) and only needs to reproduce a similar effort to get through to this final. Not without hope.

Smith David SA 36m (1999: 36m)

The 1999 Camden Classic winner (46.90secs off 34ms) who has a unique record in the race, reaching the final every year since 1993. Had no right to make the final last year with a limited preparation but did so in a display of pure guts and determination. Has never been on the dais as many times before this race as he has this year, with placings over distances from 300ms to 550ms at the Camden, Lobethal, Colley Reserve and Salisbury North meetings. His performance to finish 3rd in the Colley Reserve 550m Open final earlier this month was full of merit after being involved in the interference on the first corner. Would dearly love to win this race two days before he gets married. Rates highly.

Thomson Mark SA 42m (1999: 44m)

AFL boundary umpire who was runner-up in this final last year behind David Haigh after winning the pre-Bay 550m Open final previously (1min 9.07secs off 44ms). Not showing the same form this time around, with the only placing being a 3rd in the 800m final at Flinders behind Adam Bishop. Could sneak a place into the final.

Thomson Glenn SA 46m (1999: 46m)

Brother of Mark who himself is a SANFL League football umpire during winter. Runner-up in this final in 1997 behind Amin Chehade in his best performance to date. Has won a couple of sashes since but has generally been out of form. Showing signs that he is on the way back, with appearances in the Salisbury North 400m final and the Test Cricket 400m final. Not out of it.

Troiano Geoff SA 82m

Has been around a number of years and recently returned to the League with a strong front running win the 550m Novice final at Camden in November (1min 11.73secs off 84ms). Was a close up 4th in the 550m final at Colley Reserve earlier this month behind Chris Burckhardt. Starting near the limit mark and will be extremely hard to catch.

Wilson Steven SA 60m (1999: 60m)

Wins a sash just about every year and collected another one recently in the Salisbury North 400m Open (48.23secs off 48ms). Was runner-up in the 550m Open final behind Chris Burckhardt at this track earlier this month which puts him in the top few chances for this event. Go well.

Wray Jeffrey SA 34m (1999: 34m)

Won the Bay Sheffield 800m Open in 1998 (1min 47.39secs off 62ms) and then was a tremendous 3rd in the 550m Open final the next day in a quick time behind Muhlhan and Hassell (running 1min 9.20secs off 46ms). If in similar shape, he will be around the place.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Avon Michael SA 50m (1999: 48m)

Bateman Matthew VIC 54m (1999: 48m)

Borghouts Peter VIC 30m

Braithwaite Luke SA 36m

Brown Chris VIC 74m (1999: 70m)

Bryant Warwick SA 28m (1999: 26m)

Butler Stephen SA 54m

Byles Adam NSW 36m

Calvert Philip SA 54m (1999: 50m)

Campbell David VIC 40m (1999: 30m)

Clayton Luke SA 38m

Collins Brad SA 48m

Crawford Ben SA 46m (1999: 40m)

Dalton Shaun VIC 28m

Dawkins John SA 62m

Diercks Stephen SA 70m (1999: 66m)

Dodson Jared SA 38m

Fairweather Anthony NSW 64m

Flynn Hilary SA 46m (1999: 46m)

Fountain Craig SA 26m

Gallagher Terence SA 50m

Gunning Neale VIC 40m

Hodges Chris SA 44m (1999: 42m)

Hortin Daryl SA 38m

Jackson Paul SA 38m (1999: 34m)

Kinniburgh Paul VIC 70m

Kowal Daniel SA 44m (1999: 42m)

Lange Mark VIC 34m

Leigh Simon SA 70m (1999: 70m)

McHugh Frank SA 68m (1999: 66m)

Morris Carl SA 34m

Moss Daniel SA 30m

Moss Shane SA 48m (1999: 46m)

Newton Craig SA 38m

Nobbs Paul SA 42m

O'Keefe Ryan VIC 44m (1999: 42m)

Penhall Matthew SA 48m (1999: 46m)

Pudney Jarrad SA 54m

ROBERTS Anthony VIC WH (1999: 54m)
Rowston Colin SA 60m (1999: 56m)

Schache Anthony VIC 52m (1999: 48m)

Semmler Daniel SA 44m (1999: 36m)

Sibenaler Yves SA 40m

Stokie David VIC 60m

Welsh Richard NSW 40m

Williams Luke SA 40m

Williams Les VIC 66m

Williams Richard SA 78m (1999: 76m)

Wilson Tony SA 48m
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(Note: This year there is a limit of 60m for this race)
Bishop Adam SA 55m

Improving youngster who is showing all the right signs that he will make the grade. Winner over 800ms at Flinders (1min 48.92secs off 36ms), over 1600ms at Lobethal (4mins 9.04secs off 105ms) and over 1000ms last week at Plympton (2mins 28.19secs off 44ms). Has the Toby Schreier polish on him and will take a lot of catching from the front. A likely contender.

Cartwright Brett ACT 25m (1999: 45m)

World Cross Country Representative who ran a bottler of a race in 1998 when runner-up behind Nik Howarth. With a similar performance he will in this up to his ears.

Cox Ryan SA 60m (1999: 75m)

Better renowned for his ability over longer distances and is the current State title holder over 10kms and the Half Marathon. Has been in this field a few times without being placed. Is in reasonable nick at present as evident by his 2nd placing in the 3200m David Abbott Memorial at the Flinders meeting in late October behind Jonathan Creasey. Finds it difficult to outsprint the backmarkers but will hope to set a good pace to make it hard for them to catch him. Each way.

Creasey Jonathan SA 20m (1999: 60m)

Gutsy and classy local athlete who is another in this field who runs the white line during winter as an Australian Rules Football boundary umpire. Has been involved in a couple of gruelling duels this season, winning the 3200m final at Flinders over Ryan Cox (8mins 34.38secs off 160ms) and then finishing a close 2nd behind Michael Hane at Camden over 1000ms (2mins 26secs off 44ms). Put an excellent time on the board in the 1500ms at the Zatopek meeting and is primed here for another ding-dong battle with Hane. Right in this.

Hallam Matthew VIC 55m (1999: 65m)

Was the Herb Hedemann winner at the 1999 Stawell Gift Carnival (4mins 0.1 secs off 60ms) and was the 800m champion at this Carnival 3 years ago (1min 50.60secs off 42ms). Didn't put his best performance together in this race last year and will need to be at his top to challenge this time in. Maybe.

Hane Michael SA Scr

SA's number one middle distance athlete who has been sitting on the verge of national selection for a number of years. Keeps fit during winter by boundary umpiring in the AFL and officiated in the 1999 AFL Grand Final. Has been in sensational form this season, winning the Mort Daly 1000m final at Camden in November in an awesome performance (2mins 25.39secs off 30ms). Competed at the Victorian Zatopek meeting and finished 2nd in the 1500ms in a hot time. Won this race back in 1997 (4mins 11.80secs off scratch) and again has to deal with the scratch mark but is good enough to cope. Watch him go. 

McDonough Matthew VIC 30m (1999: 65m)

Well performed athlete in Victorian Athletic League circles, including a win in the prestigious Herb Hedemann 1600m final at this year's Stawell Gift meeting (3mins 59.44secs off 55ms). Was a close up 3rd in this final last year behind Shane Thiele and should not be underestimated despite the handicap taking a hammering.

Thiele Shane SA 45m (1999: 75m)

Winner of this race last year (4mins 6.30secs off 75ms) and also won 2 distances runners at Stawell in 1999. Getting back in the marks now and hasn't shown the form expected of him this year. Unlikely.

Wilson Darren SA 60m

AFL boundary umpire who has been appointed to the last 3 AFL Grand Finals and also makes a name for himself over summer with his athletic ability. Winner over this distance at the 1998 Bay Sheffield Carnival (4mins 2.67secs off 120ms) and appears to be in the best shape of his running career at present, winning the 1600 metre final at this track earlier this month (4mins 6.27secs off 105m). Not without some hope but will have to go out hard to hold the backmarkers at bay.

HOLDFAST SHORES
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Brennan Neil VIC 90m
Dead heated with Tom Hassell in the Stawell 550m Open final last Easter and can combine the speed work with some efforts over longer distances. It will depend what he has been training for (also entered for the 550m and 800m Open events) but if he is within reach on the final straight, the other runners can expect trouble.

Campbell David VIC 140m (1999: 125m) 

Won the recent Whittlesea 1600m Open on a synthetic track (4mins 0.82secs off 135ms). Is in form and was backed in the ring last year (before being unplaced). Looks the goods.

Crowley Nathan VIC 85m
3rd in the 550m final at the 2000 Stawell Gift Carnival and, like Neil Brennan, he has also entered the 550m and 800m Open events at this Carnival, so take a note of which races he scratches from. One of the better amateur runners in Victoria so he could easily come from behind.

Debling Louis SA 140m (1999: 150m) 

Clear victory in the 3200m Open final at Sacred Heart last March (9mins 2.09secs off 280ms). If in same frame of mind, he could threaten.

Engler Dale SA 105m
One of the most promising young steeplechasers in the country who will be a top chance in the Under 20 800m final on the morning of Day 2. Winner of last weekend's Plympton 1600m Novice - a race that has proven to sometimes produce winners at the Bay Sheffield. Ran 4mins 23.90secs off 100ms which isn't super quick but the conditions were stifling and he had it won a fair way from home. Should be around the mark.

Fenech Matthew SA 140m (1999: 140m) 

Winner of the Frontmarker's mile in 1997 (4mins 2.40secs off 160ms). Had a stirring battle with Terence Gallagher in last year's final before Gallagher narrowly gained the upper hand. Went to Stawell and was 2nd again in the 3200m Frontmarkers' final behind Andrew McVay. Form has been a little up and down this season with his best effort to date being a placing in the 1600m Open at this track earlier in the month. Always does well at this time of year and could quite easily break his recent run of 2nd placings.

Gallagher Terence SA 105m (1999: 130m) 

Produced his customary sprint to the line to defeat Matthew Fenech last year in a memorable clash (4mins 7.20secs off 130ms). Hasn't been getting near them in recent efforts with the League but word is that his trackwork has been good. Will find it difficult to cope with starting 25ms back but if the race is run to suit he could still find himself in the finish.

Griffin Matthew VIC 110m
Runner-up behind Matthew McDonough off 100ms in the Stawell Herb Hedemann final earlier this year. Has been trained by the legendary Mark Hipworth and could have his mind on having a red hot go here.

Haigh David VIC 125m
Last year's 550m Open winner (which features on the front page of the program) and also ran a terrific 3rd in the 800m Open final behind Nik Howarth. Used to mixing his distances and would have the right breeding to take this out but there is no news of what he has been up to lately. Both totes.

Hill Paul VIC 130m (1999: 130m) 

Was 4th in this race last year behind Terence Gallagher (4mins 8secs off 130ms). Also 4th in the recent Whittlesea 1600m Open final behind David Campbell (4mins 2.56secs off 135ms). Training with Mark Hipworth which will ensure he should be trained up to this. Keep him in mind.

Hipworth Mark VIC 115m (1999: 115m) 

Rarely goes home without winning something and has entered 5 races, so it will depend on what he considers his best option. Won a mile race here only 3 years ago (4mins 3.80secs off 130ms) and has come back in the meantime. Never ever write him off.

Matena Daniel SA 110m
Promising youngster training under astute coach Toby Schreier and alongside the likes of Adam Bishop and Shane Thiele. Won the Under 20s 800m at the October Flinders meeting (1min 52.17secs off 28ms) which is a sign he is going places. Yet to make his mark on Open mile races but it is only time.

Muir Gordon VIC 120m (1999: 115m) 

Has tasted success over 3200ms at Stawell in 1997 (8mins 36.76secs off 260ms). Also was a placegetter in the 1995 800m Open final at this meeting. Anyone who has a Stawell sash in their keeping is a likely contender for a race of this nature.

Symons Tony SA 110m
Winner of the 1993 Bay Sheffield Middlemarkers' mile (4mins 1.75secs off 140ms) and the 1994 Bay Sheffield Backmarkers' mile (4mins 10.77secs off 130ms). In the last couple of seasons he has been more up and down than you would believe. Bounced back to his old self when grabbing a 2nd placing in the 1600m Open final at this track earlier this month. Tends to try to obtain a gap on the others a fair way from home because he tends to get out-sprinted in the straight but he won his Bay Sheffield sashes doing exactly that. No-one knows what he will do including himself.

Wyatt Linden SA 135m (1999: 135m)

Put one of his best ever runs down when 3rd in the David Abbott Memorial at the Flinders meeting in October behind Jonathan Creasey and Ryan Cox. Battles on manfully and he won't give up even if he looks to be struggling. Not completely hopeless.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Barnett Kym SA 125m (1999: 115m) 

Cederblad Murray SA 135m
Chehade Amin SA 130m (1999: 125m) 

Clark David SA 140m
Didyk Adam SA 135m (1999: 145m) 

Goodwin Andrew VIC 110m
Lange Mark VIC 105m
McDonald Greg SA 135m
Newberry Ben SA 120m
Werner Jaime VIC 125m
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Bertelsmeier Michael SA 160m (1999: 155m) 

Used to concentrate on the marathon distance but that was years ago. Nowdays he concentrates on running these types of distances and coaching a lively group of distance athletes. Usually a model of consistency and one of the prime picks for one of the Bay Sheffield miles (has been placed on a couple of occasions) but he hasn't even found his way onto the dais this season. May be asking for some tips from Tony Symons (one of his athletes) about producing a form-reversal and bounce back to what we know he can do.

Beveridge Mark SA 170m (1999: 170m) 

Has a few choices to make as he is in terrific shape and should be competitive in anything he decides to run in. Endurance shouldn't be a problem as he trains with the McKinnon Parade stable and showed last week in the 1000m Frontmarkers' final at Plympton he is in super form (1st, 2mins 29.23secs off 72ms). Entered for the 550m and 800m Open events as well (in which he can make both finals), so keep an eye on what else he runs in. On ratings, he is right up there.

Borg Ashley VIC 220m (1999: 220m) 

22 year old who has been an AFL boundary umpire in Victoria. Won the 1600m Castlemaine Open back in February (4mins 4secs off 235ms) and has been getting some runs in lately, although he has been a little off the pace. Should enjoy himself out there.

Bosch Peter VIC 155m
Winner of last year's Under 20s 800m final (1min 58.90secs off 44ms) and is living in Melbourne these days, training under Mark Hipworth. Has a good turn of foot and has enough ability to tackle a race of this nature. Each way chance.

Brennan Peter SA 215m (1999: 195m) 

Has been favourite for this race before without winning and actually hasn't won a sash since taking over as coach of the McKinnon Parade stable about 3 years ago. Best performance recently was a solid 2nd in the Lobethal 1600m Open final behind the in-form Adam Bishop and only needs to reproduce that run to get into the thick of the action.

Dunshea Brant VIC 150m
28 year old who was 2nd in the recent Whittlesea 1600m Open (4mins 1.61secs off 145ms on a synthetic track) behind David Campbell. That puts him in the picture.

Knowles Daniel SA 165m
Has one of the strongest Scottish accents you would wish to hear and must have spent some time as a youngster running around the hills over there because he certainly is one who enjoys his running. Was runner-up a few years ago in a Bay mile behind Advertiser journalist Warren Partland (1995, 4mins 4.5secs off 140ms). Best effort of late was on the slopes of the Lobethal track, winning the 800m Over 35s/Women's final (2mins 1.64secs off 60ms). Able to feature against this field.

McCann Chris SA 235m (1999: 240m) 

Normally takes a long time to catch. Broke through for a long overdue win at the beginning of 1998 at this track (4mins 1.28secs off 260ms) and did run 3rd behind Steve Knight and David Barber in this race last year. Makes the big trip down from Whyalla so we don't see him too often. Is capable of a cheeky race from the frontmark.

McVay Andrew VIC 140m
Winner of the 3200m Frontmarkers final at the 2000 Stawell Gift final in front of SA's Matthew Fenech (8mins 36.86secs off 330ms). This time he will starting as one of the backmarkers but should be able to pass most of these.

Meade Anthony SA 175m (1999: 165m) 

Tries hard but hasn't been on the dais this season. Only win of his career was in the 1600m Plympton Novice before last year's Bay Sheffield Carnival (4mins 16.33secs off 160ms). Not one of the favourites but will give his all.

Mesley Bruce VIC 210m (1999: 195m) 

Victorian who loves coming over here to run at Christmas time and runs varying distances. Only 4 years ago in 1996 he ran a bolter of a 1600m, finishing 2nd behind Randall Sheppard (4mins 0.70secs off 200ms). If he is in similar shape, whoever beats him will win.

Moran Tony VIC 145m
41 year old who has some good efforts to his name over the years. Best time last season was 4mins 5secs off 125ms at Geelong in January. Not quite in that shape at present, running 4mins 16secs at Fitzroy last week but is capable on his day.

Pearce Robert SA 225m (1999: 220m) 

Has a distinctive and unusual running action, dropping his hands to his side during the run. It must do him some good because he took out the 1600m Over 35s final last year (4mins 29.20secs off 175ms) and often comes home in the last lap with a sprint you wouldn't expect. Hasn't set the world on fire lately but you never know.

Sandison Ashley SA 170m (1999: 160m) 

Was 2nd behind Kym Barnett 2 years ago in the Bay Sheffield Middlemarkers final off 160ms and is probably going better than that now. Won the opening 1600m Open final of the season at Henley (4mins 7.38secs off 170ms). This month he has been runner up at Salisbury North behind the tearaway leader Michael Buckler and then again runner up at Plympton over 1000ms behind Mark Beveridge. Not over the line yet but looms as a distinct prospect.

Thomson John SCOT 190m
Emanates from Scotland and has some victories under his belt over there. The recorded times seem relatively slow but that could be due to snowy conditions, tight tracks or a rough surface. It is hard to assess his form but one thing is for sure - if he and Danny Knowles make the dais, we won't understand a single word during the presentation.

OTHER RUNNERS:
Aiello Gaetano SA 230m (1999: 230m) 

Holland David ACT 240m
Liddicoat Brendan VIC 190m
Lomman Tim SA 175m
McDonough Peter VIC 190m
McKerrow Cartha VIC 155m
O'Reilly Chris SA 240m
Partland Warren SA 150m
ROBERTS Anthony VIC 210m (1999: 210m) 

Searle Deborah SA 240m
Webber Bradley SA 225m
