BAY SHEFFIELD HALL OF FAME 2008 INDUCTEES

Al Green
Al was born in the Bronx in New York City. After living in New York for most of his life he moved to Louisiana to attend Louisiana State University. It was here he met the famous Australian basketball coach Ken Cole, who enticed Al out to Australia in 1981 to play with West Adelaide. 
 

Bay Sheffield Hall of Fame coach, the late Bill Neil asked Green to consider running with the SAAL after Neil had watched him flying down the basketball court.
 

Neil initially set Al for the 1983 Stawell Gift where he was installed as one of the early favourites, despite having no previous success. Running from the novice mark of 7.0m, Al was narrowly beaten in the last of the 32 heats by eventual winner Dallas O'Brien.
 

After Stawell, Al immediately set his sights on the 1983 Bay Sheffield, but with his form now exposed he was allocated the relatively tough mark of 4.75m. However after storming into the final with emphatic wins in both his heat and semi final, Al was the raging 1/4 favourite for the final. Running the equivalent of 6 yards inside even time, Green won by one of the biggest winning margins in Bay Sheffield history, with about 3m to spare to runner up & stablemate Doug Cox, in a time of 12.00 seconds.
 

After the Bay Sheffield, Al ran at Maryborough on New Year's Day, where he was responsible for one of the most amazing performances ever witnessed on an Australian Gift track. in the final of the 1984 Maryborough Gift, Al broke, but there was no second gun, so after stopping and watching the other 5 competitors take off, Al looked at the starter, realised he was not going to recall them and took off. Despite losing several metres at the start, an angry Al flew down the track, just failing to catch the winner on the line.
 

Al continued to burn up the tracks of the SAAL, particularly over 400m. He won the richest 400m race in Australia, the Statewide Sprint, run at half time of the VFA Grand Final in September 1984 before preparing for another Bay Sheffield campaign. 
 

Now back on 2.0m, Al again started favourite, this time at the more 'backable' odds of 4/10. Despite his tight handicap, Al was able to win clearly from Chris Monaghan to etch his name into the record books as only the 3rd man in history to win consecutive Bay Sheffield titles. 
 

In 1985, professional athletes were allowed to compete in amateur events for the first time, so Al chose to pursue a berth in the 1986 Commonwealth Games team as a 400m runner, which meant having to miss an historic attempt at a third consecutive title. As the premier point guard in the NBL, his basketball commitments also impacted on his professional athletic ambitions and eventually he was forced to choose between the two, opting for the court where he felt his sporting talents were best suited.

 

When asked in 1996, what the sport had meant to him, Al Green replied, "It's been great to me, I've been very lucky."
 

Those who witnessed those memorable Bay Sheffields of 1983 and 1984, would consider themselves lucky to have seen someone so uniquely talented as Al Green.
 

 

Brian Hart

In the mid 1970's SA Athetic League life member Peter Young visited several football clubs to encourage them to conduct a professional athletic meeting. At one of those clubs, Edwardstown, a committee member named Brian Hart was enthusiastic and keen for Edwardstown to consider Peter's proposal. Brian keenly helped organise the meeting and decided to become more involved with the SAAL. So began an association with the SAAL that has continued to this day.
 

In 1978, Brian started his first Bay Sheffield final, which was won by New South Wales policeman, Paul Hurney. For the next 29 years, Brian was the chief starter of the SA Athletic League, rarely missing a carnival and never missing a Bay Sheffield. In 2007 Brian started his last and 30th consecutive Bay Sheffield final. Showing he had not lost any of his touch, Brian detected the slight break by Duncan Tippins and correctly fired the second barrel.
 

Brian's contribution to the sport has been enormous, not only as a starter but as a board member, official, donor of trophies and marking tracks all around South Australia where athletic meets have been conducted. 
 

In the early days of him marking Colley Reserve, Brian would place two planks on the ground and with white paint and a brush, hand paint the gap (between the planks)for the handicap marks. Now days he uses a proper line marker for the Bay Sheffield handicap grid using three colours - the SA state colours of red, gold & blue.
 

Although officially retired as the chief starter, Brian continues to help out as a marksman with the SAAL, placing athletes on the handicap marks and providing support to the starters Brenda Pearl and Anton Van Bavel.
