BAY SHEFFIELD HALL OF FAME

INDUCTEES

Darren Abbott
In a dominating period of distance running in the late 80’s and early 90’s, Darren Abbott was placed on 6 occasions at the Bay Sheffield carnival, winning 4 races – the 1988 Backmarkers’ 1600m; the 1990 Backmarkers’ 1600m and in 1991 – the 800m Open and the Selected Backmarkers’ 1600m. Darren’s win in the 1991 Selected Mile, off scratch in a time of 4min 5.56 seconds is the fastest any athlete has run the metric mile from scratch around Colley Reserve. Coached by fellow Hall of Fame inductee Toby Schreier, Darren Abbott is the only distance runner to be inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Steve Brimacombe

After winning the 1991 Stawell Gift, Steve visited the sacred turf at Colley Reserve Glenelg for the first time, winning the 1991 Bay Sheffield from 3.75m. He returned the following year to attempt something that had never been achieved before – to win the race from scratch. Although he finished 5th in the 1992 final, Steve’s semi final win, where he scorched down the track in 12.28s is officially the greatest run ever as no athlete has run faster from the mark of honour for the full distance in 120 years at a Bay Sheffield carnival. Steve is the only non-SA athlete in the Hall of Fame and represents the interstate athletes that visit the Bay Sheffield carnival every year.

Ern Holder

Ern Holder holds the distinction of coaching 5 individual Bay Sheffield winners – 1947 Riley Wing, 1948 Lloyd Field, 1952 Mal Burt, 1953 John Hehir and 1954 Warren Bock. Ern was the grandson of George Holder, himself an accomplished coach of 3 Bay Sheffield winners. Between them the Holders coached 8 winners in the 44 years between 1911 and 1954. Like his father, Ern lived for the Bay Sheffield carnival and was eager to help any athlete that sought his assistance. Holder was regarded as the best masseuse in the sport and whilst he coached 5 winners, there were many more including 1970 winner, David Grubb who spent many evenings in Holder’s garage in Colonel Light Gardens being massaged to find an extra yard of speed.

Mary Karutz

For nearly 25 years, Mary Karutz worked tirelessly as the secretary of the SA Athletic League including several years administering the League from her home in Kidman Park. Mary was instrumental in the running of the Bay Sheffield carnival throughout the 80’s and 90’s that saw the carnival elevated to the country’s 2nd most prestigious athletic carnival next to Stawell. It is fitting that Mary is the first female inductee into the Hall of Fame, as it was during her reign that women’s races were introduced at the Bay Sheffield Carnival. Mary is also the only administrator among the twelve inaugural inductees. She is a Life Member of the SA Athletic League and the Glenelg Commemoration Day Sports Association.

Jack Kite

The win for Port August athlete Jack Kite in the 1959 Bay Sheffield was a model for all those athletes who may fail to achieve their goals in their first few attempts. During the 1950’s Kite was a narrow second in 1951, third in 1952, fourth in 1953 and sixth in 1955. Kite not only won the Bay Sheffield but also won the 70m the same year, one of only a handful to achieve the double. Kite also won the 70m in 1950 and was third in the 1957 Glenelg Sprint.  

Frank McHugh

Frank McHugh has an exceptional record at the Bay Sheffield athletic carnival over 35 years as an athlete and coach. As an athlete, Frank won five open events from 70m to 800m including the 120m Bay Sheffield in 1974. He has also won two over 35 races on the program. As a coach, Frank has trained 22 winners at the carnival at every available distance on the program, from 70m to 1600m. In recognition of his unique record, the Frank McHugh trophy is awarded each year to the most consistent competitor during the Bay Sheffield carnival.

Shane McKenzie

Shane McKenzie will go down in professional running history as one of the most enduring sprinters the Bay Sheffield carnival has ever seen.  Shane first emerged on the scene as a 16 year old in 1989 winning the Junior Boy’s 120m. Twelve months later, as a 17 year old he was the hope of SA, only to be narrowly beaten by the sheer brilliance of Australian national champion and reigning Stawell Gift winner Dean Capobianco. In 1991 again it was a Stawell Gift winner and future national champion in Steve Brimacombe that narrowly denied Shane the Bay Sheffield title. In a 17-year period, dominated by quality interstate backmarkers, Shane was the best SA athlete on many occasions, making four finals, all off tight marks, the last one in 2004. Along with his four finals, Shane has won the backmarkers 120m twice and made several semi final appearances.

Bill Neil

Bill ‘Hookey’ Neil is a true legend of SA professional running not only having run and been placed in 4 races but having also trained 24 winners at the Bay Sheffield carnival in a 40 year coaching career that saw him train over 100 different starters in Bay Sheffield events. He is credited with 4 winners of the Bay Sheffield including Paul Brown, Peter Rogers and Al Green. Bill had first and third in 1977 and first, second and fourth in 1983. Overall Bill had 17 Bay Sheffield finalists. His unique record extends to the 70m where Bill coached eight winners of the Glenelg Sprint including the only three-time winners in Craig Marriott and John Brown.

Keith Patching

Keith ran 3rd in the 1961 Bay Sheffield before commencing on a remarkable coaching journey that saw him prepare athletes for tilts at races at the Bay Sheffield carnival for forty years winning over 20 races on the hallowed Colley Reserve track including 5 different winners of the 70m Glenelg Sprint. Keith’s stable based at Brighton Oval was the dominant sprint squad for many years through the 80’s and 90’s, producing many Bay Sheffield finalists including three in the 1997 final and two winners  - Howard Coote in 1975 and Anthony Tohl in 1982. Not only was Keith an accomplished coach, but for 15 years he had several roles on the SA Athletic League committee, assisting in the conduct of the Bay Sheffield carnival. 

Fred Ralph

Fred Ralph is one of the greatest sprinters SA has ever produced. Ralph won the 1930 Bay Sheffield after only 3 months training and at only his third race start. The diminutive athlete who stood only 5ft 3ins soon become a inside evens runner, winning the 1931 Stawell Gift before winning the 1932 Bay Sheffield off only 5 yards, the tightest winning handicap in the first 60 years of the race. Ralph was the first Bay Sheffield winner to record an inside evens run to win the title and later became one of Australia’s finest sprinters, running 12.4 for the 130 yards.

Toby Schreier

No coach has dominated a single event at the Bay Sheffield carnival like Toby Schreier. Toby has coached 10 winners of the prestigious Select Mile as well as numerous winners of the other middle distance events among the total of 36 race winners he’s produced at the Bay Sheffield Carnival. His athletes read like a who’s who of the middle distance stars who have graced Colley Reserve for the past 30 years including Darren Abbott, Brett Cartwright, Shane Thiele, Bradley Case, Nik Howarth & Adam Bishop.   

Brendon Wilson

After winning three consecutive 440 yards Patawalonga Handicaps in 1968, 1969 and 1970, and making the Bay Sheffield final in 1968 (6th) and 1970 (3rd) Brendon Wilson etched his name onto the list of Bay Sheffield winners with a brilliant win off the backmark of 6 yards in the 1971 Bay Sheffield. Wilson enjoyed a wonderful career on the pro running circuit winning 36 races including 17 Gifts. In 1972 he became he first SA athlete to win the Eric Cumming trophy at the Stawell Gift carnival after making the Stawell Gift final and running 3rd in the 200m. Three times he won a 70m/120m double on the same SAAL program.  Wilson was later to become a world masters sprint champion, reputedly running 10.71s for the 100m at 40 years of age. His record of three consecutive quarter miles can never be broken as the distance is no longer contested at Colley Reserve.

