2003/2004 

annual report

for the

south Australian athletic league inc.

2004 AGM AGENDA
Tuesday 22nd June 2004 

Mile End Santos Stadium

8.00pm
· Receive and confirm the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting and any Special General Meeting held since the last Annual General Meeting.

· Receive and consider the League’s Annual Report which shall contain:

- President’s Annual Report

- Secretary’s Annual Report

- Treasurer’s Annual Report

- Audited Annual Accounts

· Presentation of the audited Annual Accounts and its consideration and adoption.

· Election of Office Bearers as conducted by the appointed Presiding Officer.

The Office Bearers shall be:

- President

- Senior Vice-President

- Junior Vice-President

- Male Athletes’ Representative

- Female Athletes’ Representative

- Coaches’ Representative

- Officials’ Representative

(Please note: Athletes, Coaches and Official Representatives to be nominated and voted upon by only those registered in the sector concerned)

· Appointment of Patron (to be discussed at AGM) and Vice-Patrons (David Grubb, Peter Noblet nominated).

· Appointment of the Auditor.

· Fix the Annual Registration Fees.

· Appointment of Life Memberships – 2 nominations (Gary Hancock & Gary Thompson)

· Transact any other business affecting the interest and welfare of the League, of which due notice has been given according to the Constitution.

· Address by the incoming President.

· Close of Meeting
A light supper will be available following the meeting.

Refer to item 1: Copies of 2003 Minutes will be available 30 minutes prior to commencement of meeting.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The 2003/04 season was again a challenging one for the SA Athletic League.  In planning for the season, difficult decisions were made and initiatives undertaken to increase revenue and improve the registration numbers of the League.  The beneficial impact of these was never going to be an immediate one, with initial negativity anticipated.  The necessity of reducing prize money for the Bay Sheffield carnival was not helpful to the cause. 


Whilst a drop in the number of open registrations has been disappointing, throughout the course of the season encouraging signs emerged to indicate that the League might look forward, in the not too distant future, to more stable times. 

The difficulties encountered over the past 3 years in sustaining the Bay Sheffield have obviously been disruptive.  Not least of the disruptions is the financial strain that has been placed on the League which has been enormous.  An announcement as to the future direction of the Bay Sheffield event will be made at this year’s AGM. 

Against this background, the League has continued to work to develop the other carnivals in the season and to sustain strong relationships with the various event organisers, local governments and sponsors.

I take this opportunity to again thank the League’s committee for their effort and energy over the last year.   A committee involvement is commendable at the best of times, but my sincerest thanks go to Amin Chehade, Trevor May, Richard Manthey, Kate Fenech and Tim Johnson for their input at a time which has been far from easy.  My particular thanks again to Cathy Thurston and Colin Rowston for whose tireless effort the League’s membership should be forever grateful. 

Thanks also to the League’s officials who continue to maintain a standard of excellence. 

I look forward to season 2004/05 with a sense of anticipation and excitement. Best wishes to all for a productive winter.

Brendan Golden

President

TREASURER’S REPORT

I wish to report a surplus for the year of $5,347 as compared to a $46,943 deficit in 2002/03.

The main reasons for this is because of the reducing in the prize money for the Adelaide Bay Sheffield, the increase in sponsorship from the previous year and the Committee being very thorough and prudent with regards to expenditure.

All the carnivals made profits ranging from $486 for Flinders to $2,105 for the Playford Gift Carnival. The result is a combined profit from all the race meeting of $22,229 compared to a combined loss of $10,431 for the previous year. This has been a turnaround that has not come without some tough decisions that were made by the Committee.  

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank the Mort Daly Running Foundation, the athletes, and in particular the officials for the sacrifices they have made to the League. Their support and understanding during this tough time has enabled the League to get through with a better result and can look forward with optimism that we are on track and moving in the right direction.
Amin Chehade

TREASURER

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003
	
	MEMBERS ACCUMULATED FUNDS
	2004

	         8,226 
	
	BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD
	
	      (38,717)

	      (46,943)
	
	SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR YEAR
	
	         5,347 

	 $   (38,717)
	
	TOTAL MEMBERS FUNDS
	
	 $   (33,370)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	REPRESENTED BY:-
	
	
	

	
	
	CURRENT ASSETS
	
	
	

	            100 
	
	Petty Cash Advance
	
	
	            100 

	        (5,739)
	
	Cheque Accounts
	
	
	         7,913 

	                 - 
	
	Investments
	
	
	                 - 

	            214 
	
	Other Debtors
	
	
	                 - 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	        (5,425)
	
	TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
	
	         8,013 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	CURRENT LIABILITIES
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	             - 
	

	
	
	GST Payable 
	
	      7,383 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	         7,383 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	                 - 
	
	TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
	
	         7,383 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
	
	

	       34,000 
	
	Loan - Mort Daly Running Foundation
	
	       34,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	       34,000 
	
	TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
	       34,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIXED ASSETS
	
	
	

	         9,564 
	
	Office Equipment at Cost
	
	      9,800 
	

	        (8,856)
	
	Less Cumulative Depreciation
	
	    (9,800)
	

	            708 
	
	
	
	
	                 - 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	         7,502 
	
	Trailer at Cost
	
	      7,502 
	

	        (7,502)
	
	Less Cumulative Depreciation
	
	    (7,502)
	

	               -   
	
	
	
	
	                 - 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	            708 
	
	TOTAL FIXED ASSETS
	
	
	                 - 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	      (38,717)
	
	TOTAL NET ASSETS
	
	
	      (33,370)


	2003
	
	INCOME
	
	2004

	
	
	
	
	

	            21,218 
	
	 Members Registration 
	
	            22,113 

	          (10,431)
	
	 Profit/(Loss) from Race Meetings 
	
	            22,229 

	                   14 
	
	 Interest Received
	
	                   76 

	                 132 
	
	 Sale of Products 
	
	                     - 

	                 100 
	
	 Advertising 
	
	                 250 

	                 228 
	
	 Donations (inc. Dinner Trophies) 
	
	                 780 

	              1,121 
	
	 Donations for Sashes 
	
	              1,493 

	                 140 
	
	 Fines & Appeals 
	
	                 165 

	                 748 
	
	 Sundry 
	
	                     - 

	                   53 
	
	 Administration Fees & Award 
	
	                     - 

	                 772 
	
	 Net Surplus on Annual Dinner & Quiz Night 
	
	              1,383 

	
	
	
	
	

	      14,095 
	
	 TOTAL INCOME 
	
	      48,489 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	EXPENSES
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	            23,193 
	
	 Administration Expenses 
	
	            21,598 

	                     - 
	
	 Cost of Sale of Products 
	
	

	            14,250 
	
	 Consultants 
	
	              7,600 

	              1,117 
	
	 Depreciation 
	
	                 944 

	              7,440 
	
	 Honoraria 
	
	                     -

	            18,816 
	
	 Office Salaries 
	
	            19,968 

	              1,984 
	
	 Track News Costs 
	
	              1,662 

	
	
	
	
	

	      66,800 
	
	 TOTAL EXPENSES 
	
	      51,772 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	    (52,706)
	
	 SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR YEAR 
	
	      (3,283)

	
	
	
	
	

	                 263 
	
	Plus Unclaimed Prizemoney
	
	                 630 

	                   -   
	
	Plus Other Income
	
	                   -   

	              5,500 
	
	Plus Government Grant
	
	              8,000 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 $ (46,943)
	
	Transfer to Accumulated Funds
	
	 $     5,347 


AUDITOR'S REPORT
I have audited the financial statements of the South Australian Athletic League being the Income and Expenditure and Balance Sheet for the year ended 30th April 2004. I have conducted an independent audit of those financial statements in order to express an opinion of them.

My audit has been conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards to provide reasonable assurance as to whether the financial statements are free of misstatement. My procedure included examination on a test basis of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial statements and the evaluation of accounting policies. I report having received all the information and explanations that I required from the South Australian Athletic League. These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion as to whether in all aspects, the financial statements are presented fairly in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards so as to present a view which is consistent with my understanding of its financial position and the results of its operations.

The audit opinion expressed in the report has been formed on the above basis.

In my opinion, the financial statements present fairly in accordance with accounting standards the financial position of the South Australian Athletic League as at the 30th April 2004.

In my opinion the financial report on which this report is prepared is adequate, given the nature and scope of the activities of the South Australian Athletic League.

G.J. SCHUTZ M.I.A.A.

Auditor

MARKETING/ADMINISTRATION MANAGER’S REPORT

I have much pleasure in submitting my report to you.

Registrations

Our Registration break-up (showing comparison of the previous season) is as follows:

CATEGORY




2002/2003

2003/2004 

Associate





8


11

Coach
 (incl. 6 athlete/coaches)


14


30

Country (Incl 3 Women)



10


8

First Year Athletes (incl 8 Women)

27


34

Life Members (4 coaches incl.)


18


19

Officials (incl. 7 volunteers)


24


31

Open (incl. 16 Self Trained+4 Women)

181


110



Over 35s (incl. 3 self trained)


9


10

Under 18’s one day registrations


9


22

Under 20’s (incl. 2 self trained & 9 Women)
40


45

Women (incl. 5 self trained)


27


27 _______________        

TOTAL





368


347 

This is a decrease of 5.71% compared to 2002/2003 Season.   Whilst there is a decrease, there are areas that have certainly improved, that being the Under 20s, and improvement of 11.12%, the First Year Open an increase of 20.59%.  The Women category remains the same, however, there was an increase overall, (including the First Year, Under 20s, Country) of 21 additional women runners, 43.75%.  Over the past two years we have trailed the Under 18 One Day Country registrations and this area of interest has increased by 13 additional runners.

This season we had a membership drive and wrote to 100 past Little Athletics members, all SANFL clubs, all Netball clubs, some Surf Life Saving Clubs and past runners. Some 2,500-3000 brochures were sent out.  In addition we offered Early Bird registration with a cheaper registration fee before 31 July, and an "Introduce a New Member Incentive” scheme. The League has tried very hard to encourage new membership.  The competition this season was very good, in particular the Women’s category.  One area that lacked sufficient runners was the distance events.  Most carnivals struggled to get 8 runners in the distance events.  It was the policy to have a membership drive every other year.  Perhaps members need to assist by encouraging others to join the League next season.   

Prize money:

Prize money for the season amounted to the grand total of $83,940.00. This sum was an excellent achievement, in view of the hard economic times. It has been increasingly difficult to obtain sponsorship funding this past year.  One area that decreased was the Adelaide Bay Sheffield prize money, however, the League will be doing everything in its power to bring the prize money for that event back to what it was last season.  Even with reduced Bay Sheffield prize money we still held the usual 15 heats in the major event.

Events

The Program provided for a variety of events, which included:

Category

2002/2003


2003/2004

Women

39



37
(2 Cancelled at Clare)

Open


65



59
(3 Cancelled at Clare)

Novice

15



12
(1 Cancelled at Clare)

Under 20

16



13
(1 Cancelled at Clare)

Under 18

3



2
(Loxton & Mt Gambier)

Over 35s

19



17
(1 Cancelled at Clare) 

Over 17 less races across the season – Clare being cancelled, (due to lack of nominations), accounted for 9 of these races.

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Mort Daly Running Foundation once again provided the League with $9,700.00 in prize money for the season.  Our thanks to Russell Freeland, Phil Daws, Les Brown and Frank McHugh as carers of the trust fund for providing the League with such a substantial contribution.

Statistics

Comparison figures of entries, 2000/2001, 2001/2002 and 2002/2003 Season 

Carnival


2001/2002 
2002/2003 
2003/2004

Percentage

Richmond


244

197

185


[6.1%]

Flinders


221

184

187


1.7%

Camden


235

234

177


 [24.36%]

Mt Gambier


285

304

305


0.33%

Colley



326 Ad Oval  258

217


[15.90%]

Salisbury


339Playford
250

253


1.19%



Plympton


303

286

280


[2.10%]


Bay Sheffield


720

749

600


[10.90%]

McKinnon


202

175

193


9.33%


Cousin Jack Edwardstown
224

219

193


[11.88%]

Camden Classic

253

250

229


[8.4%]

Clare



230

216

Canc.
Glenelg




176

178


1.13%

Loxton


234

246

232


[5.70%]
Flagstaff


202

185

180


[2.71%]

Sub Total


4018

3929

3401


[13.44%]

Cricket Races January
 24

 24

  24

Adelaide City Mile



21

-

Dec. Cricket Races



 54

-

AFL  AAMI Stadium



20

  20

Murray Bridge Gift



 37

-

Telstra / ASA Invitation


  8

   8

_____________

Total

           
4042

4093

3453


[15.64%]

Unfortunately, the Loxton carnival clashed with the AA National Championships, which impacted on numbers, however, it was still an excellent carnival.    The Mt Gambier Gift clashed with ASA Interclub and the McKinnon carnival followed the ASA State Championships.  In addition, there was no Adelaide City Mile, only one Cricket Race, no Murray Bridge and the Clare meet was cancelled.  This would account for a shortfall of approximately 330 nominations.  Hence the lessor total nominations this season.  With these carnivals cancelled, the actual real percentage of loss of nominations would be [7.58%].    In 2002/2003 only three carnivals improved on nomination numbers, whereas, the 2003/2004 season had 5 carnivals that improved on nomination numbers. As I have done each season, ASA were advised of our program well in advance, it was just unfortunate that with so many other dates from Athletics Australia and ASA, it could not be avoided.  Taking all this into account the League nominations were very good.

Adelaide Bay Sheffield

The staging of this event at Adelaide Oval for the third time gets easier each year.  With the excellent support the League has received from SACA our job is so much easier.  Mind you, the last month prior to the event, as always, is an extremely busy and stressful time in the office.  As usual the event went very smoothly, plus the use of the big screen being a wonderful addition to the event, the two commentators, the addition of Guy Sebastian’s younger brother Chris singing the National Anthem, all contributed to the success of the event.  Having a special Adelaide Bay Sheffield Committee and planning for the event starting in January 2003, proved to be much better than previous years.  We had a clear direction as to where we were going and kept focused on our plan. In addition, the support and enthusiasm of athletes and officials all helped to make this a magnificent and exciting event.

Program

Officials and athletes welcomed the return of the carnival to Reynella.  This was a very successful day and it is hoped that this association will continue for many years to come.  A special thanks to Gary Thompson for working to bring this event back in to our program in conjunction with the Reynella Parade and Fair and the Lions Club.

The Mort Daly Running Foundation supported the pre-Adelaide Bay Sheffield event at Adelaide Oval Number 2 and it has been decided that for all future years this event will be attributed to Mort Daly Running Foundation.

All the events of the season went very well and were well supported by the athletes.

Alliances

This year we were fortunate to form a new alliance with Langhorne Creek Wineries with them coming on board for the Adelaide Bay Sheffield as sponsors, plus providing us with the opportunity of tasting some of their special wines from the region.  Other new sponsors on board were Travelscene (Boomerang Travel), Kimbolton Wines and Mini Golf.

We also welcomed a new CEO to Athletics SA, Lisa Attenborough, and have already begun working together on a number of issues.

Thank You

As always I have some words of appreciation I would like to convey. 

Firstly, my thanks to the Committee who have worked together to contribute their time and dedication to the League.  A special thanks to Brendan Golden, Colin Rowston, Trevor May, Amin Chehade, who have given me tremendous support.

As part of my volunteer services to the League, I have the wonderful pleasure of working with and getting to know most of the Officials.  During the past three years I have gotten to know them well and am very grateful for all the assistance they willingly give to the League.  One of the ways we have all banded together is by taking a meal at a nearby eatery after each carnival.  These social times together make the working moments all worthwhile.   This year we say goodbye to a couple of Officials.  One being Ward Swansson, our Video Operator, he will me much missed.  Trevor May is slowly stepping down, this season he has held three positions within the League, Handicapper, Chief Steward, and Officials Representative on the Committee.  Trevor is relinquishing his duties as Chief Steward and Officials Rep and this year he is hoping to do his last year as Handicapper.  I would personally like to thank Trevor for his contribution this year for his commitment to all three positions.

Finally, a big thanks to Luke Czaban, who willingly came on board as our Equipment Officer this season.  I am sure you will all agree that Luke has done a great job, but, unfortunately, he is unable to continue with this role due to changing work commitments and Luke would also like to concentrate on his running a little more this coming season.

The League produces four editions of Track News each season, two nomination booklets, an Annual Report, Adelaide Bay Sheffield Handicap details, Promotional brochures campaigning for new membership and Adelaide Bay Sheffield promotional material. All these publications require mailing. Over the past year I have been very fortunate to be able to call on people to assist with working on these mail outs. Thank you to Marilyn James, Keith Aiston, Rex Thompson, Keith Patching, Karen Bateman, Colleen Smith, Helen Viney for all your help for the many thousands of letters you have packed into those awful plastic sleeves!  Also for all your help in the office, answering phones, counting money, banking, taking nominations etc etc. thank you so much. During those busy months, I do not know how I would manage without your support.

Members we need to be reminded of just how much time and effort many people put into the League to contribute to the success of each carnival.  With all of the above, on behalf of ALL the athletes and members, I would like to pay tribute to all these wonderful people for their total commitment to the South Australian Athletic League.

Last but certainly not least, thank you to all the Coaches and Athletes. After all, without you, there would be no need for volunteers as there would be no League. Thank you to those coaches, clubs and stables that performed their obligations, i.e. set-up etc., it certainly made my job easier knowing I could rely on your help. There were only a couple of clubs that let us down over the season, there are a number of Self Trained athletes that will be called upon in the future seasons to give some assistance.   If everyone did his or her little bit it would only require one carnival per season.  

To the athletes, I hope the past season was enjoyable for you and that we can continue to make it even better this coming season. I have enjoyed our association and look forward to another year working with and for you.  One last request, to help boost our numbers, next year “bring a friend”, the more athletes we have the better the competition.  Don’t forget we are taking Early Bird Registrations before 30th June 2004 for considerable savings.  See you all again at the start of the 2004/2005 season.

CATHY THURSTON

Administration/Marketing Manager

PROGRAMMING REPORT

This season the Programming Committee was made up of a Chairperson (Colin Rowston), Male Athletes Rep (Tim Johnson), Female Athletes Rep (Kate Fenech), Officials Rep (Trevor May) and Coaches Rep (Richard Manthey). We met on a number of occasions to discuss the schedule of meetings, the distribution of races and the allocation of prize money for the season. Recommendations from these meetings were ratified by the Management Committee and communicated to clubs and members in due course.

Season 2003/2004 was another exciting season with many highlights. The following is a summary of the 15 meetings on the League’s calendar:

CAMDEN (NIGHT) – 10 October 2003

A bitterly cold night at Camden Oval saw Todd Bateman win the opening Gift for the season, giving a sign of things to come. Chris Burckhardt’s remarkable effort to win his fourth Camden night 400m Open final in a row provided him with a unique record, while Pirrenee Steinert impressed with a win in the Women’s 400m final in her debut with the League. The feedback that it was a mistake to program a night meeting so early in the season has been noted.

FLINDERS – 19 October 2003
The Flinders Athletic Club once again hosted its early season meeting at the Flinders University Oval, with the feature races taken out by Ashley Arkit (200m Bill Howard Memorial) and Shane Thiele (3200m David Abbott Memorial). It is important for the League to continue traditional meetings run by clubs such as this one and we look forward to this meeting maintaining its place on the League calendar.

ADELAIDE OVAL NO 2 – 2 November 2003

The Mort Daly Meeting, which pays tribute to the Mort Daly Running Foundation’s contribution to the League, was again combined with the pre-Adelaide Bay Sheffield Carnival. Due to the unavailability of the main arena at the last minute, Adelaide Oval Number 2 was the venue for this meeting. Shane McKenzie made his final appearance for the season one to remember, with a win over 70 and 120 metres. The consistent Elle Watson picked up a sash in the Women’s Gift, while Keith Sheehy’s ability over longer distances was evident over 550m.

REYNELLA – 9 November 2003

After a break of several years, the Reynella Gift was back at the Reynella Oval, this time on a Sunday afternoon in combination with local festivities organised by Rotary. Daniel Moss took out the feature 120m race, while Paul Molyneux won the 300m Open on his home track. Paralympian Katrina Webb won her first sash with the League in the 300m Women’s final. Thanks to Gary Thompson and his club for assisting in the lead up to this meeting. The success of the day has ensured that it will be back next season.

MT GAMBIER – 29 November 2003

The Mt Gambier Gift Carnival has quickly established itself as the major lead up to the Bay Sheffield Carnival, with many South Australian and Victorian athletes travelling to the South East to compete on one of the best surfaces in Australia at Vansittart Park. Highly respected middle distance runner Chris Burckhardt, who also won the 70m Open earlier in the day, surprisingly won the 2003 Gift. Erin Hewitt was the winner of the Mt Gambier 120m Women’s Gift for the second year in a row, with Pirrenee Steinert (550m Women), Lenny Duroux (550m Open) and Shane Thiele (1600m Backmarkers) providing other highlights. The 2004 Mt Gambier Gift Carnival, to be held in the first week in December, will celebrate the 50th birthday of the City of Mt Gambier, with special one-off increases to the prize money for the feature races planned.

PLAYFORD – 7 December 2003
For the second year in a row, the Playford Gift Carnival was held at the home of the Central Districts Football Club, NAP Oval. A special thanks to the Playford Council for assisting with organising sponsors for the day. The 2003 Playford Gift was won by Dylan Hicks narrowly in front of his training partner William Bowie. Michelle Burckhardt (120m Women) and Damaris Christinat (400m Women) both demonstrated they would be tough to beat in upcoming feature events, while Adam Bishop impressed off the back mark in the 1600m Open. Special races for Indigenous and Paralympic athletes were won by Phil O’Loughlin and Paul Benz respectively.

PLYMPTON – 21 December 2003

The popular traditional final meeting before the Bay Sheffield Carnival was held once again at Plympton, with special thanks to sponsorship organiser Ron Moyle at the Plympton Sports and Recreation Club. It is worth noting that the Plympton Club’s Christmas raffle provided much of the prize money for the day and the League is thankful for the efforts of members that sell these tickets for the Club. The racing in 2003 was again an excellent form guide, with Todd Bateman (120m Open), Michelle Burckhardt (120m Women), Jeremy Blieschke (120m U20) and Shane Thiele (1000m BMs) all winning Plympton sashes before being successful at the following week’s Adelaide Bay Sheffield Carnival.

ADELAIDE BAY SHEFFIELD – 27/28 December 2003

For the third year in a row, the Adelaide Bay Sheffield Carnival was conducted under lights at the magnificent Adelaide Oval. A number of innovations were seen as a success, including an Adelaide Bay Sheffield Calcutta and a Past Winners Dinner on Day 1. On Day 2 there were free rides for children and musical entertainment by 15 year-old Chris Sebastian. Wine tasting from Langhorne Creek also was made available for the general public over the two days, while the use of the new video screen and the introduction of Jimmy Jacques on the microphone gave spectators an added insight into what was happening throughout the Carnival. The racing was exciting and memorable, none more so than the history-making efforts of 15 year-old Todd Bateman, the youngest ever winner of this state’s most famous footrace. The introduction of a 400m Invitation race was an excellent spectacle, with Chris Burckhardt winning the sash and cash. Some small programming changes to the veterans’ events worked well, with the 120m O35 and 1600m O35 races on Day 1 and the 550m O35 on Day 2. The heats and final for the 550m Women’s race were run on the same day for the first time, with Jane Mudge successful. The League has been very appreciative of the support from SACA and the Adelaide City Council for this event.

RICHMOND – 18 January 2004

The first meeting of 2004 had sponsorship and other problems and, while it was disappointing to reduce prize money at the last minute, it was important for the League to give runners the chance to compete again. Races held in the memory of legendary coach Bill Neil and young West Adelaide footballer Jake Watson were won by Andrew Steele (100m Open) and Matthew Northway (300m U20). Thanks must go to West Adelaide Football Club League coach Shaun Rehn for showing up to be involved in a number of the presentations.

EDWARDSTOWN – 26 January 2004
The Australia Day Carnival at Edwardstown gave the League the only opportunity during the season to combine athletes with cycling, which makes for an entertaining afternoon. The historic Cousin Jack Gift, which is still waiting for a return to its traditional home in the Yorke Peninsula, was run at this venue, with front marker Neil Fuller holding on in an exciting finish. Abbey Dunn was victorious in the 120m Cousin Jenny Women’s Gift. The highlight of the running was the battle of Dale Engler and Shane Thiele in the Mayor’s 3200m Open, with Thiele winning by the narrowest of margins. Thanks must go to the Marion Council, Sturt Cycling Club and the Mort Daly Running Foundation for their support of this meeting.

CAMDEN CLASSIC – 1 February 2004

The 25th Camden Classic Carnival saw a significant moment in its history, with the City of West Torrens coming on board as Event Sponsor. This allowed an increase in prize money, along with additional support in promotion and track maintenance from the local council. Victorian Andrew Wilcox, the first interstate athlete to win the race since 1986, won the Coopers Pale Ale 400m Camden Classic. Young local Damaris Christinat determinedly held off Elle Watson in the Boomerang Travel/Sammy’s 400m Women’s Classic, while Adelaide Bay Sheffield champion Todd Bateman was awarded Athlete of the Meeting after wins in the 120m Open and 50m Sprint Skins.

PULTENEY – 15 February 2004

An incredibly hot day did not deter athletes from competing at Pulteney Oval where the McKinnon Parade Athletics Club organised a League Carnival in combination with a Pulteney School Family Day. The 200m track gave runners the second chance in the season to run over this distance, with William Bowie (200m Open) and Lynette Viney (200m Women) taking home the sashes. The feature race, the McKinnon Mile, saw a remarkable finish, with Chris McCann awarded the race after battling the finish out with Gregor Dingwall who was disqualified for failing to breast the tape. A special mention should go to all officials who braved the sweltering conditions throughout the afternoon.

LOXTON – 28 February 2004
The success story of the last 3 years, the Nippys Loxton Gift Carnival, continued to be a big hit with runners and spectators in 2004. Despite an unfortunate clash with the National Championships, a good number of athletes travelled to the Riverland, where local media talked up the event to attract a healthy crowd of over 2500 to join in the Loxton Mardi-Gras celebrations and see the athletics at Loxton Oval. William Bowie had a night to remember winning the feature race, but other races held similar appeal, with many memorable finishes. Congratulations to AAC National Administrator of the Year Geoff Strutton and his team for the thorough preparations to ensure the meeting’s success. Early indications are that prize money levels will increase by 20% next year, giving another reason for League members to feel excited about the future of the Nippys Loxton Gift Carnival.

GLENELG – 12 March 2004
The Brighton Athletic Club, which hosts this Carnival in conjunction with the Glenelg Football Club, had some excellent results at its own meeting, with David Palmer winning the feature race (the Phil McMahon Real Estate 120m Open) and Shannan McCarthur sharing the dais with 2 stablemates after the 120m Novice final. Abbey Dunn followed in the footsteps of Sue Sheppard from the previous year in winning the 120m and 550m Women’s double, while Luke Czaban continued his successful season in taking out the 1600m Open. This meeting appears to be consolidating itself on the League’s calendar at this time of year.

FLAGSTAFF – 4 April 2004
The 9th Pioneer Gift Flagstaff Hill Carnival, hosted by the Flagstaff Hill Athletics Club, gave South Australian runners another chance to compete in the lead up to the famous Stawell Gift Carnival. Three-time Bay Sheffield placegetter, Aaron Harrison, was the winner of this year’s Gift, along with the 70m Open. Kate Fenech demonstrated a return to form in winning the 100m Women’s Gift – a week later she was a close runner-up in the Stawell 100m Women’s Gift final. Celebrations are being planned for the 10th anniversary of this meeting, which is a credit to John LeRay and his team.

Planning for the 2004/2005 Season is well underway and we look forward to maintaining a high standard for all runners to enjoy. A number of extra Women’s/Over 35s races over 800 metres are being added to the program in an effort to encourage more women and veteran distance runners to the League, which will assist to increase registration and nomination numbers. We hope to see a positive response from League members in this area.

Thank you to all sponsors and organising clubs for the support in 2003/2004. In particular, the amazing contribution of the Mort Daly Running Foundation should be acknowledged for its assistance in providing prize money throughout the season.

COLIN ROWSTON

Programming Committee Chairperson
FEMALE ATHLETES’ REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

This is my second season as the South Australian Athletic League’s Women’s representative and last year I expressed my disappointment at the low number of women athletes there were competing in the league.  However I would like to use this report to praise the complete turnaround there was in the 2003/2004 season in women’s running.

In the 2003/2004 season there were 51 registered female athletes, which is a major increase on the previous season.  Not only was there an increase in female members, the nominations for meets were also strong. In some of the events women almost had the same number of competitors as the men, which indicates that the strength of women’s running in South Australia is increasing.  It was also promising to see a number of new girls coming on to the scene, especially girls under the age of 20.  It is a relief to see that the future of female running is in safe hands.

Another observation that I would like to point out is the high amount of winners in the women’s circle.  Of the 31 women’s only events the League put on, there were 19 different winners. This highlights the competitiveness and closeness between all the female athletes.

There were no major issues that were presented to me during the year, which indicates to me that the girls seem happy with the conditions they are running under and have no major problems with the way the League is treating the female athletes.

Many, many thanks once again go to Cathy, Brendan and Colin. The amount of work that these people put into the League is enormous, and does not go unnoticed by myself.  With the exciting developments underway with the League I have no doubt that the future of women’s running will get better in years to come and I look forward to competing against new and old athletes in the coming years.

KATE FENECH

Female Athletes’ Representative

OFFICIALS’ REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

This season has further entrenched several of the League’s country carnivals where the immediate future looks quite positive. Mt Gambier is celebrating a major anniversary this year and plans are already in place for the Mt Gambier Gift meeting to be extra special. Loxton also came under very positive comment and particularly with the visiting interstate people who indicated even more participation next year. These outcomes are good news for the SA Athletic League at a time when the focus has been on settling the major carnival in December.

On behalf of the SAAL Committee I extend a sincere message of thanks and praise to our Officials this year in appreciation of sacrifices across the board, enabling the SAAL to conduct meetings at such a high standard.

To Ward Swanson, our appreciation for your efforts in taking charge of the video finish over the last 4 years and please accept our best wishes for the future.

To Brian Hart, a very much deserved recognition from the National body for 25 years of service as a SA Athletic League starter.

On behalf of Robert and myself, thanks to all League Officials for your support. A special mention for Luke (superman) Czaban and Robbie for their efforts with track set-up duties, Colleen Smith for photocopying, Helen Viney, Carmen Fenech and Nita Noble for organising the colours and to my wife Bev for program data entry. 

In closing, thanks to all coaches and athletes, including interstate people, for what has been a very entertaining season.
TREVOR MAY

Officials’ Representative
COACHES’ REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

Again we have had a full year at the League, and mostly a successful one.

The committee has done a good job through some very difficult times over the last year. The League is an organisation for the people and does what is best for the members. Many people have wanted to have their say without going through the right channels and this makes some peoples jobs more difficult. When the new committee is elected please know who the relevant representatives are, or put your hand up to be involved with your sport.

For personal reasons, I am not re-sitting for nominations for the committee, so this seat is available.

The coming season looks like an exciting one for all athletes and members, with a few changes to look forward to as well as the usual successful events.  

Good luck to everyone and happy running.

RICHARD MANTHEY

Coaches’ Representative
LIFE MEMBERS
1971

H Hancock*

1972

G G Adams

1976

C Shea*

1979

M D Daly Snr*

1979

K Patching

1980

E W Neil*

1981

E Holder*

1981

D Horstler*

1981

P C Wilson*

1982

R K Kitto

1983

K B L Brown*

1983

L O'Donoghue*

1987

B L Wilson

1988

L J Brown

1988

P R Young

1989

L G Caspers

1990

M P Wilson

1992

F T McHugh

1992

M J Karutz

1993

T S R Cotton

1994

R T Freeland

1994

B C Hart

1995

R E Thompson

1995

K Aiston

1998

R H Gray

1998

A J Green

1999

P Daws
2001

T J May

2003

R Ziersch

2003

J Barker
*Deceased
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2003/2004 SPONSORS
CAMDEN (10/10/03)

Mort Daly Running Foundation
FLINDERS (19/10/03)

Aberfoyle Hub Tavern

ETM Furnishings

Galpin Engler Bruins and Dempsey

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Piccadilly Spring Water

Warwick Fabrics

Zinfandel Tea Rooms

PRE-ABS ADELAIDE OVAL (2/11/03)

Mort Daly Running Foundation
REYNELLA (9/11/03)

City of Onkaparinga

E-Banc

Lions Club of Noarlunga

Crown Inn Hotel

Mort Daly Running Foundation

MT GAMBIER (29/11/03)

Mt Gambier Cycling Club

Mt Gambier Runners Club

Hyland & Fox Digital

Collars and Cuffs

Bruhn Building Stone

Evolution Sport

OK Pie Shop

Bakers Delight

Commodore Motel

Kraft of Mount Gambier

Peter Jennings Pumps

Hotondo Homes

Mt Gambier Spring Water

Keatley Livestock

Fidler & Webb

Millard Mechanical

Mitre 10 Gateway Hardware

Steven’s Auto Salvage

The Tile Place

Gambier Tile Centre

Carlin & Gazzard

Squashbrook

Chemdry

Subway

Young’s The Mans Shop

Neale & Nulty

Margaret St Meats

Cocky’s Auto

Gambier Print

Mobil Thru-Way

Vansittart Deli

Bernie Flood

Mt Gambier Safety Supplies

Blue Lake Print Works

Timber Tech Engineering

Stuckey Electrical

Andrew Zobel Home Loans

Price Attack

Limestone Coast Builders

SE Funerals

Donehues Leisure

AT & MT Bruhn Sheetmetal

PLAYFORD (7/12/03)
City of Playford

Casserly & Mitchell Real Estate

Mort Daly Running Foundation

North East Isuzu

Dependable Thrifty Link Hardware

Calbic Pty Ltd Tooling Engineers

Whelan Kartaway Mini Skips

Serco Adelaide Buses

Tundarri Sales and Service

PLYMPTON (21/12/03)

BSG

Carlton United Brewery

Forbes Newsagency

Morphett Arms Hotel

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Plympton Sports and Recreation Club

Southern Cross Meats

Greenbanks Adelaide Recycling

SA Leisure

South Plympton Bakehouse

ADELAIDE BAY SHEFFIELD

(27 & 28/12/03)

Adelaide City Council

Channel 7

Coca Cola

Kimbolton Wines

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Langhorne Creek Wine Region

South Australian Tourism Commission

Virgin Blue

B Golden

Bakers Delight

SACA
Travelscene – Boomerang Travel

Brickworks Market Mini Golf

WEST ADELAIDE (18/1/04)

West Adelaide Football Club

L & S Watson

Mort Daly Running Foundation

EDWARDSTOWN (26/1/04)

Mort Daly Running Foundation

City of Marion

K Kitto

CAMDEN CLASSIC (1/2/04)

City of West Torrens

Coopers Brewery Ltd

Aberfoyle Hub Tavern

AFC Accounting

Mort Daly Running Foundation

IGA Broadway

Hennig & Co

Travelscene - Boomerang Travel

Chehade Brothers

Coca Cola

Eastern Textile Traders

Salmat

Foxy Fibres

PHOS Camden Football Club

Holdfast Hotel

McAvaney & Co

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Sammys on the Marina

SANFL Umpires Association

SANFL Umpiring Department

Sealink

Jeff’s Mowing & Maintenance

Zest

Numerous Camden Classic Supporters

PULTENEY (15/2/04)

Carrackalinga Cove Apartments

B & C Sportsgear

Australia Post

Kanmantoo Painters & Decorators

Cavan Hotel

Mort Daly Running Foundation

North Adelaide Foodland

Tradelink

Virgin Blue
LOXTON (28/2/04)

Nippys

Big River Riverland Supermarket

BP Fruit

Coca Cola

Loxton Hotel

Loxton Irrigation

Loxton Waikerie Council

McGuigan Simeon Wines Limited

AMP Kearney Financial Services

Riverland Business Machines

Riverland Ford

Riverland Premier Sports Asics

South Australian Tourism Commission

Viva Olives

Carlton United Breweries

Banrock Station

GLENELG (12/3/04)

Tyres4Us

Frostbites

Glenelg Football Club

BRL Hardy

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Phil McMahon Real Estate

Sportsmed

FLAGSTAFF HILL (4/4/04)

Pioneer Concrete

The City of Onkaparinga

Aberfoyle Hub Tavern

Charlesworth Nuts

Chemmart – Flagstaff Hill

Colonnades and Southern Cross Newsagencies

Copyworld

Double J Photographics

Flagstaff Hill Community Centre

Cellarbrations Liquor Flagstaff Hill

Hobos Menswear

The Australian Coffee Co

Piccadilly Natural Springs

Coates Hire Reynella

Hub Blockbuster – Aberfoyle Park

Jacksons Auto Repairs

Mort Daly Running Foundation

Radiators Australia

Southern Hills Little Athletics

